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LIFE OF LOCKE. 



John Lockk, one of the greatest philosophers and most 
valuable writers who have aBomed this coantiy; was bom 
at Wrington, in Somersetshire, <m the twenty-mnth of Au- 
gust, 1(k(2. His father, who had been bred to the law. 
acted in the capacity of steward, or court-keeper, to colonel 
Alexander PojAiam ; and^ upon the breaking out of the civil 
war, became a captain m the service of the pariiamenL 
He was a gentleman of strict probity and economy, and 
possessed of a handsome fortune ; but, as it came much 
impaired into the hands of his son, it wa« probably injured 
through the misfortunes of the times. However^ he took 
great pains in his son's educatibn, and though wiiile he was 
a child he behaved towards him with great distance and 
severity, yet as he grew up, he treated him with more 
familiarity, till at lengw they Jived together rather as frfends^, 
than as two persons^ one of whom might justly claim respeot 
from the other. When he was of a proper age, ,ybung 
Locke was sent to Westminster school, where he cNtptiiiued 
till the year 1651 ; when he was entered a student of 
Christ church-college, in the university of Oxibrd* Here 
he so greatly distinguished himself by his application and 
proficiency, that he was considered to be tne most inge* 
nious yoimg man in the college. But, though be gained such 
reputation m the university, ne was afterwards often heard 
to complain of the little satisfaction which he had found 
in the method of study which had been prescribed to him» 
and of the little service which it had anorded him, in enr 
lightening and enlarging his mind, or in making him more 
exact in bis reasonings. The first books which gave him 
a relish for the study of philosojShy, were the writings of 
Des Cartes ; for though he did not approve of all his notions, 
yet he found that he wrote with great perspicuity. Having 
taken bis degree of B. A. in lud5, and that of M. A. in 

1G58, Mr. Locke for some time closely applied him.s<^f to 
the study of physic, going through thd usual courses prosar- 
tUory to the practice j and it is said that ho got lA^^^e M||i| 
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ness in that [M?ofession at Oxford. So ffpe^tt was the doH* 
pacy of his constilutiou, howevor, that be was not capable 
of a laborioiM application to the medieal art ; and it is not 
improbable that his principal motive in studying; it was, that 
he mig^ht be qualified, when necessary, to act as his own 
physician. In the year 1664, he accepted of an offer to go 
abroad, in the capacity of secretary ^^ ^^^ William Swan, 
who was appointed envoy from kme Charles II. to the 
Sector of Brandenburg, and some other German princes 
but returning to England again within less than a year, ^ 
fesomed his studies at Oxford with renewed vigour, s^ 
ap[^>ed himself particularly to natural philosophy. Whi|e 
he was^ at Oxford in 1666, an accident introduced him to 
the acquaintance of hnxi Ashley, afterwards earl of Shaft es^ 
burv, which resnPted in his inviting Mr, Locke to his house; 
^nd, in the year 1667, he prevailed on him to take up hia 
ipesidence with hin^ at LunninffVhill. 

By his acquaintance with this nobleman, Mr. Locke w^s 
iptrodnced to the ccmversation of the duke of Buckingham, 
the ear) of Halifax, and other of the most eminent persons 
of m^t age, who were all charmed with his conversation. 
In the yiar 1668, at the request of the earl and countess of 
Northumberland, Mr. Locke accompanied them in a tour to 
France, and staid in that country wiih the countess, while the 
earl went, towards Italy, with an intention of visiting Rome. 
But this nobleman dying on his journey a^ Turin, the countess 
came back Id England sooner tnan was at first designed, and 
Mr. Locke with her, who continued to reside, as before, at 
lord Ashley's, That nobleman, who was then chancellof pf 
the exchequer, having, in cotyunction with other lords, ob- 
tained a grant of Carolina, employed Mr. Locke to draw nfi 
the fondamental constitutions of that province. In exe-^ 
cuting this task, our author had formed articles relative to 
religion, and public worship, on those liberal and enlarged 
principles of toleration, which were agreeable to the senti- 
jBnents of his enlightened^ mind ; but some of the clergy, 
jealous of such provisions as might prove an obstacle 4q 
their ascendency, expressed their disapprobation of them, 
and procured an additional article to be. imerted, securiuja^ 
the ^untenance and support of tne state only to the ex^- 
cise W religion according to tlie discipline of the established 
chuiKll. Mr. Locke stin retained bis student's place at 
ClliHst-churchj and made fi^uent visits to Oxford, for the 
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sake of consnltin^ books in the prosecution of "his studiefl, 
and for the tien^iit of chansre of air. At lord Asblev's, be 
inspected the education of fits lordship's only son, who was 
tiien about sixteen years of age; and executed that prov- 
ince with the greatest care, and to the entire satisfaction of 
his noble patron. As the young lord was but of a weakly 
constitution, bis ftither thouglit pn^r to marry him early, 
lest the family should become extinct by his death. And, 
since he was too ^ounr, and had too little experience to 
choose a wife for himself, and lord Ashley had the highest 
opinion of Mr. Locke's judgment, as well as the greatest 
confidence in his integrity, he desired him to make a suita- 
ble choice for his son. This was a difficult and delicate 
task ; for though lord Ashley did not insist on a great fw- 
tunc for his sen, yet ho would have him marry a lady of 
a good family, an agreeable temper, a fine person, and, 
above all, of good education and good understanding, 
whose conduct would be very difler^t from that of the gen- 
erality of court ladies. Notwithstanding the difficulties at- 
tending such a commission, Mr. Locke undertook it, and 
executed it very happily. The eldest son by this marriage, 
afterwards the noble author of the Characteristics, was 
committed to the care of Mr. Locke, in his education, and 

Save evidence to the world of the master-hand whicn had 
irected and guided his genius. 

In 1670, andin the following year, Mr. Locke beran to form 
the plan of his Essay on the Human Understanchng, at the 
earnest reouest of some of his fHends, who were accustomed 
to meet in iiis chamber, for the purpose of conversing^ on 
philosophical subjects : but the employments and avocations 
which were found for nim by his patron would not then suf- 
fer him to make any great progress in (hat work. About 
this time, it is supposed, he was made fellow of the Royal 
Society. In 1672, lord Ashley, having been created earl 
of Shaftesbury, and raised to the dignity of lord high chan- 
cellor of Ensland, appointed Mr. Locke secretary of the 
presentatioiv ; but he held that place only till the end of 
the following year, when the earl was obliged to resign the 

E'eat seal. His dismissal was followed by that of Mr. 
ocke, to whom the earl had communicated his most secret 
affairs, and who contributed towards the publication of 
some treatises, which were intended to excite the nation te 
watch the coadnct of the Roman CilhoUcs, and lo^fpeat 
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(he aiiMtrvy desi^ of the court. AAer this, his lordship, 
who was stul president of the board of trade, appointed Bur. 
Locke secretary to the same, which office he retained not 
long, the commission being dissolved in the year 1674. In 
tJie following year, he was admitted to the deeree of bache* 
)or of physic ; and it appears that he continued to prosecute 
this study, and to keep up his acquaintance with several of 
the faculty. In what reputation ne yraa held by some of 
the most eminent of them, we may judge from the testimo- 
nial that was given of him by the celebrated Dr. Sydenham, 
in his book, entitled, Observationes Medicse circa Mocbo* 
rum Acutorum Historiam et Curationem, &c. ** You know, 
likewise,'^ says he, ''how much my method has been 
approved of by a person who has exammed it to the bottom, 
and who is our common friend : I mean Mr. John Locke, 
who, if we consider his genius and penetrating and exact 
judgment, or the strictness of his morals, has scarcely any 
superior, and few equals now liviuf^.'^ In the summer oi 
1675, Mr. Locke, being apfniehensive of a consumption, 
travelled into France, and resided for some time at Monto 

Sillier, where he became acquainted with Mr. Thomas 
erbe«t, afterwards earl of Pembroke, to whom he com- 
municated his design, of writing his Essay on Human 
Understanding. From Montpellier he went to Paris, where 
he contracted a friendship with M. Justel, the celebrated 
civilian, whose house was at that time the place of resort 
for men of letters; and where a familiarity commenced 
between him and several other persons of emaient learning. 
In 1679, the earl of Shaftesbury, bein? again restored to 
favour at court, and made president of the council, seat to 
request that Mr. Locke would return to England, which he 
accordingly did. Within six months, however, that noble- 
lAaa was again displaced, for refusing his concurrence with 
the designs of the court, which aimed at the establishment 
of popery and arbitrary power; and, in 1682, he was 
obliged to retire to Holland, to avoid a prosecution for 
high treason, on account of pretended crimes %f which he 
was accused. Mr. Locke remained steadily attached to 
his patron, followmr him into Holland; and upon his lord- 
ship's death, which nappened soon afterwards, he did not 
think it safe to return to England, where his intimate con- 
nexion with lord Shaftesbury had created him some 
p^iveifttl and malignant enenuea. Before he bad. b^eu » 
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vear m Holland, be was accused at the Englbli coort of 
oeing the author of certain tracts which had been published 
against the groverament ; and. notwithstanding that another 
person was soon afterwards discovered to be the writer of 
them, yet as he vras observed to join in company at the 
Hague with several Englishmen who were the avowed 
enemies of the system of politics on which the English 
court now acted, informiUion of this circumstance was con- 
veyed to the eari of Sunderland, then secretary of state. 
This intelligence lord Sunderiand communicated to the 
king, who immediately ordered that bishop Fell, then dean 
of Cbrist-rchorch, should receive his ezfwess command to 
eject "bit, Locke from his student's place, which the bishop 
executed accordingly. After this violent nrocednre of the 
court against him m England, he thought it pradont to 
remain iii Holland, where ne was at the accessKm of king 
James H. Soon atW that event, William Penn, the famous 
qoaker, who had known Bfr. Locke at the university, used 
his int^st with the kuog to procure a pardon for him $ and 
would have obtained it had not lir. Locke declined the 
acceptance of such an oAh*, nobly observinflr, that he had 
no occasion for a pardon, since he had not Men guilty of 
aji V crime. 

In the year I6fl6, ^'lor the duke of Monmouth and hit 
party were making itrnpfirilions in Holland for his rasA 
and unfortunate emer|irise, tlte English envov at the Hague 
demanded that Mr. Locko, with several others, should be 
delivered up to him, on suspicion of his being engaged in 
that undertaking. And tbongh thii suspicion was not on ^ 
groundless, but without even a shadow of probability, it 
obliged him to lie conceakNl neariy twelve months, till it 
was sufficiently known tlui t lie bad no concern whatever in 
that business. Towanis (be latter end of the year 1686, 
he appeared again in palilie; and in the following year 
formed a literary sotmH v at Amsterdam, of which LimtMNnch, 
l^e Clerc, and other learned men, were members, who met 
togetlier waskly for conversation upon siAjects or universal 
leammr. About the end of the year 1687, our author 
finished the composition of his great woik, the Essay con* 
cerning Human understanding, which had been-the pnncipal 
ot^ect of his attention fcnr some years j and that the pimlie 
might be apprised of the outHnes of his phin, he made an 
abridgment of it binaelO which his friend L« Oerc trait* 
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lated into French, and inserted in one of his "BibKo« 
theques/' This abrid^ent was so highly approved of by 
«U thinking persons, and sincere lovers of tnith, that they 
expressed the strongest desire to see the whole work. 
Dwing the time of his concealment, he wrote his first 
Letter concerning Toleration, in Latin, which was first 
printed at Gouda, in 1689, under the title of Epist6la de 
Tolerantia, Sec. 12mo. This eacellent performance, which 
has ever since been held in the highest esteem by the best 
judges, was translated into Dutch and French, in the same 
year, and was also printed in English, in 4to. Before this 
work made its appearance, the happy Revolution m 1688. 
effected by the courage and good conduct of the prince ot 
Orange, opened the way for Mr. Locke's return to his 
native country ; whither ne came in the fleet which con- 
veyed the princess of Orange. After public liberty had 
be^ restored^ our authm* thoivht it proper to assert his 
own private nghtsj. and therefore put in his claim to the 
student's place in Christ-church, of which he had been 
u^justlv deprived. Finding, however, that the society 
resisted his pretensions, on the plea that their proceedings 
had been conformable to their statutes, and that they could 
not be prevailed upon to dispossess the person who had 
been elected in his room, he desistcfd firom his claim. It is 
true, that they made him an offer of being 'admitted a 
supernumerary student ; but, as his sole motive in mideav' 
ouring to procure his restoration was, that such a measure 
might proclaim the injustice of the mandate for his ejection, 
he did not think proper to accept it. As Mr, Locke was 
justly considered to be a sufferer for the principles of the 
Revolution, he mieht without much difficulty have obtained' 
some very considerable post; but he contented himself 
with that of commissioner of appeals, worth about £200 

C)r annum. Li July, 1689, he wrote a letter to his friend 
imborch, with whom he frequently corresponded, in which 
he took occasion to speak of the act of toleration^ which 
had then just passed, and at which he expressffl his satis- 
^tion; though he at the same time intimated, that he 
considcared it to be defective, and not sufficiently compre- 
hensive. " I doubt not,'' says he, " but you have aJready 
heard, that toleration is at length established amone us by 
law j not, however, perhaps^ with that latitude which you, 
and such as you, trueChnstiaus, devoid of envy and ambi- 
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fioii, would have wicked. But it is somewhat to hare 
proceeded thus ftr. And I h4^ these beginnbgs are the 
HMudadops of liberty and peace, which sudl hmsafter be 
established in the church of Christ." 

About this time, Mr. Locke had an offer to ||o abroad in 
a public character $ and it was 1^ to his choice whether 
he would be envoy at the court of the enperor, the elector 
oi Bcandenboig, or any otherj where he thouffht that the 
air would best agree with him : but he declined 4t on 
accountoftheinlinnstateof his health. In the year 1690, 
he published his celebrated Essay cancerains;- Humaa Ua« 
derstanding, in folio ) a work which has ma& the author's 
name immortal, and does honour tft our country t which an 
eminent and learned writer has styled, " one of tne noblest, 
the nsefiilest, the most original books the world ever saw.'' 
Bpt, notwithstanding its extnuw^inary merit, it gave great 
offence to many people at the first publication, and was 
attacked by various writers, most cf whose names are now 
forgotten. It was even proposed, at a meetiqg of the 
heiMs of houses of the nniveraity of Oxford, to eensure and 
discourupe the reading of it; and, after various debates 
among themselves, it was conciudM, that each head of a 
house should endeavour to prevent it from being read in 
his college. They were afraid of the light which it poured 
in upon ue minds of men. But all their efforts were in 
vain ; as were also the attacks of its various opponents on 
tne reputation either of the woric or its author, which con- 
tinued daily to increase in every part of Enrofie. It was 
translated into French and Latin ; and the fourth in£nglidfty 
with alterations and additions, was printed in the yeir 
1700 ; since which time it has past through a vast nundiw of 
editions. In the year 1690>, Mr. Locke published his Fwo 
Treatises on Government, 8vo.^-Thoae valuable treatisaa, 
which are some of the best extant on 4he subject, in an v 
lanenage, are employed in refuting and overturning up 
Rob^ Filmer's false principles, mi in pcnnting out the 
true or^;in, extent, and end of civil government. About 
this time, the coin of the kingdom was in a veiy bad state, 
owing to its having been so much clipped, that it wantea 
above a third of tne standard weisfat. The magnitude of 
this evil, and the mischiefs wfaien it threatened, having 
engaged the serious con8iderati<m of pariiament, Mr. Locke. 
wi3) the view of assisting those who were at the heftd or 
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affairs to form a right understanding of this matter, and t» 
excite them to rectify such shameful abuse, printed Some 
Considerations of the Consequences of towering the Interesl^ 
and raising the Value of Mone^, 1691, 8vo. Afterwards 
he pubKshed some oth^ small pieces on the same subject ; 
by which he convinced the world, that he was as able to rea- 
son on trade and business, as oq the most abstract parts of 
scienee. These writings occasioned his being finequently 
consulted by the. ministry, relative to the new coinage of 
silver, and other topics. With the carl of Pembroke, then 
lord keeper of the privy seal, he was for some time accus- 
tomed to hold weekly conferences; and when the air of 
London hegaok to affect his lungs, he sometimes went to the 
eari of Peterborough's seat, near Fulham, where he alwavs 
met with the most friendly reception. Hp was afterwaros, 
however, obliged to auit London entirely, at least durin|^ 
the winter season, ana to remove to some place at a ereater 
distance. He had frequently paid visits to sir Francis 
Masham, at Oates, in Essex, about twenty miles from 
London, where he found that the air agreed admirably well 
vrith his constitution, and where he also, enjoyed the most 
delightful society. We may imasme, therefme, that he 
was persuaded, i^ithout much difficulty, to accept of an 
offer which sir Francis made, to give him apartments in bis 
bouse, where he might settle durine the remainder of his 
life. Here he was received upon his own terms, that he 
might have his entire liberty, and look upon himself as at 
his own house; and here be chiefly pursued his future 
studies^ being seldom absent, because the air of London 
grew more and more troublesome to him. 

In 1693, Mr. Locke published his Thoufffats concerning 
Education, 8vo. which he ffreatly improved in subsequent 
editions. In 1695, king William, who knew how to appre- 
ciate his abilities for serving the public, appointed him one 
of the commissioners of trade and plantations; which 
obliged him to reside more in Loudon than he had done 
for some time past. In the same year, he published his 
excellent ureatise, entitled The Reasonableness of Chris- 
tianity, as delivered in the Scriptures, 8vo. which was 
written, it is said, , in order to promote the scheme which 
king William had so much at heart, of a compromise with 
Ibe dissenters. 

The asthmatic complaint, to which Mr. Locke bad beea 
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long subject^ increasing with hb ^ears, began novr U^ Subdue 
h'u comtitution, and rendered hiin very infirm. He. there- 
fore, ddtermined to resign bis post of commissioner of trade 
and phmtations: but he acquainted none of his friends with 
his design, till ne had given up Ks conmiission into the 
king^s own hand; His majesty was very unwilling to 
ifeceivJB it^ and told our author, that he would be well 
pleased with his continuance in that ofiBce, though he should 
give fitUe or no attendance ; for that he did not desire him 
to stay in town one day to the iiyury of his health. But 
Mie. Locke told the king^ that he could not in conscience 
hold a place to which a considerable salary was annexed, 
without discnarging the duties of it; upon which the king 
reluctantly accepted his resignation. Mr. Locke's behaviour 
in this instance discovered such a de^;ree of integrity and 
virtue; as reflects more honour on his character than his 
eztraiNtiinaiy intellectual endowments. His m&jesty enter 
tained a ereat esteem fcnr him, and would sometimes deshe 
his attendance^ in order to consult with him on public affairs 
and to know his sefttiments of things. From this time, Mr« 
Locke continued altogether at Oates, in which agreeable 
retirement he appliea himself wholly to the sUioy of the 
sacred Scriptures. In this employment he found so much 

Eleasure, that he renetted his not having devoted more of 
is time to it in the Termer part of his lire. And his great 
regard for the sacred writing^ appears from his answer to a 
relation, who had inquired <m him what was the shortest and 
surest w^ for a young gentleman to attain a true knoMi- 
edge of the Christian religion. ''Let him study,'' said 
Mr. Locke, ** the holy Scripture, especially in tble New 
Testament. Therein m contained the words of eternal 
life. It has God for its author; salvation for its end; and 
truth, without anv piizture of error, for its matter." Mr. 
Lodce now Ibnnalrfs asthmatic disorder growing extremely 
troobtesome; though it did not prevent him from enjoying 
great cheerfulness of mind. In this situation, his sunennspi 
were greatly bloviated by the kind attention and agreewie 
conversation of the accomplished lady Masham, who was 
'the daughter of the learned Dr. Cudworth: as this lady 
and Mr. Locke had a great esteem and friendship for each 
other. At the conunencement of tlie summer of the year 
1708,'*a season which, in Ibmer years, had always restered 
him some degrees of stvongth; he jmeirvd thai ilhad 
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bJBgim to foil bim iiioi« remarkably Uiaii ever. This coti* 
vineed him that his diMolution was at no j^t diitaiioe^ 
and he often spoke of it himself, but always with great com- 
posw« ; whUe he omitted n<Mie of the precautions which^ 
mm his skill in physic, he knew had a tendency to prolon|^ 
Ids Hfe. At length ms less began to swell; and that 
swelling increasing every oay, his strength visibly dimin- 
ished. He therefore prepared to take leave of the world, 
deeply imi>ressed with a sense of God's manifold blessin£;t 
to mm, Hrfaich he took delight in recounting to his friencb, 
and fhn of a sincere resignation to the diyme will, and of 
firm hopes in the promises of future life. As he had been 
incapable for a considerable time of goinf to church, he 
thoo^t proper to recdve the sacrament at nome; and two 
of his friends communicating with him, as soon as the 
cerenKHiy was finished, he told the minister, " that he was 
in perfect charity with all men, and in a sincere communion 
wim the church of Christ, by what name soever it might be 
distinguished.^' He lived some months* after this ; which 
time be spent in acts of piety and devotion. On the day 
before his death, ladv Masham being alone with him, and 
sitting by his bea-side, he exhorted her to regard this world 
only as a state of preparation for a better ; adding ** that 
be bad Hyed long enough, and that he thanked Godne had 
enjoyed a happy life 3 but that, aAer all, he looked upon 
tins life to be nothing but vanity.'' He had no rest tnat 
night, and fesolved to tiy to rise on the following morning, 
wmcfa he did, and was carried into his study, where he was 
^aced in an easy chair, and slept for a considerate time. 
Seeming a little refreshed, he would be dressed as he used 
to be, and observing lady Masham reading to herself in the 
FsamiB while he was dressing, be reauested her to read 
aloud. She did so. and he appeared very attentive, tilL- 
feeHng the approacn of dea^, ne desired her to break o^ 
and m a few minutes expired, on the twenty-eighth of 
October, ITM, in the seventy-third year of his age. Hi^ 
was interred in the church of Onles, where there is a d{ 
monument erected to his memory, itifft a modest ; 
li Latifl^ iviitt«i by hinself. 
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CONDUCT OF THE UNDERSTANDING. 
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Quid tain temerariurn tamqu^ inrlignum japieutis gravi- 
tate atque constantia, quiun aut faisam soutire, aut qucxl iiou 
satis cxplorate perceptum sit et cognituin sine uUa dubitatioiM 
defendere ? Cic.de iNatura Deorum, lib. 1. 

§ 1. hiroduclion. 

The last resort a nikan has recourse to in 
the conduct of himself, is his understanding : 
for though we distinguish the faculties of the 
mind, and g ive th e supreme com mand to ih e 
will, as to an agent ; yet the truth is, the 

n^aa wTohJhe3j;s.uLifi^^^ 

this ^ y r t hat voluntarY actian , .. maa.same_Drfi« 



cedent kno\v lftrtg;ft, , yy ^yyearan 

sets *Kimsetf aBemrany tmng hut upon seme 
view or other, which serves him for a reason 
for what he does : and whatsoever faculties 
he employs, the understanding with such light 
as it has, well or ill informed, constantly 
leads ; and by that light, true or false, all hi^ 
operative powers are directed. The will it- 
self, how absolute and uncontrollable soever it 
may be thought, never fails in its obedience 
to. the dictates of the understanding. Tcm* 
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pies have their sacred images, and we see 
what influence they have always had over a 
great part of mankind. But in truth, the 
ideas and images m men's nunds^e the in- 



visible powers that constautly covern them ; 
toiF 



and to tneseJtmMlU UUlVyflSUHy pfly a ready 
lSuDn;uaSi£UOUiM».It is, therefore, oftlie nighest 
concernment, that great care should be taken 
of the understanding, to conduct it right in 
the search of knowledge, and in the judg* 
ments it makes. 

The logic now in use, has so long possessed 
the chair, as the only art taught in the schools 
for the direction of the mind in the study of 
the arts and sciences, that it would perhaps 
be thought an affectation of novelty to suspect, 
that rales, that have served tlie learned world 
these two or three thousand years, and which 
without any complaint of defects, the learned 
have rested in, are not sufficient to guide *lho 
understanding. — ^And I should not doubt but 
this attempt would be censured as vanity or 
presumption, did not the great lord Verulam's 
authority justify it: who, not servilely thinking 
learning could not bo advanced beyond what 
it was, because for many ages it had not been^ 
did not rest in the lazy approbation and ap- 
plause of what was, because it was ; but en- 
larged his mind to what it might be. In his 
preface to hi^ Nonwn, Organum concerning lo-^ 
gic, he pronounces thus: Qui aummas diakcticm 
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■partes inbuerunty alqtie inie fdissma scieniUi 
prcBsidia comparari pularunty verissifne et opthne 
Merunt intellectum huinanum sibi permissum fn««- 
iito suspectum esse debere. Verwn injirmior of»- 
nhio est malo medicina ; nee ipsit mati expers, 
JSiquidem dialeciicay qwB recepta estj Ucet ad civi- 
lia et arteSj qum in sermone et opimone posiUt 
^unty rectissime adhibeaiur ; naturm tamen sub^ 
iUUatem. hngo inlervallo non attingity et pren" 
sando quod non capit, ad errores potius stamlienr 
dos et quasi JigendoSy quam ad viam veritaii 
cperiendam valuit 

*' They, says he^ who attributed so much to 
logic, perceived very well and truly, that it 
was not safe to trust the understanding to it- * 
«elf, without the guard of any rules. But 
the remedy reached not the evil, but became 
a part of it : for the logic which took place, 
though it might do well enough in civil anairs^ 
and the arts which consisted in talk and opin- 
ion ; yet comes very far short of subtilty in 
the real performances of nature, and catch- 
ing at what it cannot reach, has served id 
confirm and establish errors, rather than to 
open a way to truth." And therefore a little 
after he says, " That it is absolutely necessary 
that a better and perfecter use and employ- 
ment of the mind and imderstanding should 
be introduced. " " Necessario requireiur ut me- 
Itor et perfectior mentis d inteUecttd hummn iftei 
€t adoperaHo introdwtUur,^^ 
b3 
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§ 2. Parti. 

Tueue Is, it is visible, great varietj in men^f 
luiderstandings, and their natural constitution! 
put so wide a difference between some men 
ta this respect, that art and industry would 
merer be able to master ; and their very na- 
tures seem to want a foundation to raise on it 
that which other men easily attain unto — -— 
Amongst men o£ equal education there is 
^eat inequality of parts. And the woods of 
America, as well as the schools of Athens, 
produce men of several abilities in the same 
kind. Though this be so, yet I imagine most 
men come very short of what they might attain 
unto in their several degrees by a neglect of 
their understandings. A few rules of logic 
lure thought sufficient in this case for those 
who pretend to the highest improvement ; 
whereas, I think there are a great many na- 
tural defects in the understanding capable of 
amendment, which are overlooked and wholly 
neglected. And it is easy to perceive that 
men are guilty of a great many faults in the 
^exercise and improvement of this faculty of 
the mind, which hinder them in their progress, 
.und keep them in ignorance and error all 
their lives. Some of them I shall take notice 
<af, and endeavour to point out proper reme- 
dies for in the following discourse. 
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^ 3. Reasoning 

Besides the want of determined ideas, and 
«f sagacity, and exercise in finding out, and 
laying in order intermediate ideas, there 
«re three miscarriages that men are guilty of 
in reference to their reason, whereby this 
faculty is hindered in them from that service 
it might do and was designed for. And he 
that reflects upon the actions and discourses of 
mankind, will find their defects in this kind 
very frequent, and very observable. 

1. yhe first is ofthose who seldom reason 
at all, but.ila,.ajd: tbinlTjBLCcordijig to the ex'^ 



ample of o there, jyjicitherpaj^^ 
ministers, or who else thgyljre pleaseS" to 
make choice of to have an impHciT' faith in, 
for the saving of themselves die pains and 
trouble of thinking and examining for them- 
selves, 

^' The second is of tItiyiaig,Jfhp, ^ Jfot p^assion 
in tK5rpftG?tr*550'i^^ resbWST 

tCai shkli govern their actions and arguments, 
neither use their own, nor hearken to other 
people's reason, any farther than it suits tJtieir 
humour, interest, or party ; and these one 
may observe commonly content themselves 
with words which have^no distinct ideas to 
them, though, in other matters that they 
'Come with An unbiassed indiiTerency to, they 
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want not abilities Co talk and hear reason^ 
where they have no secret inclination that 
hinders them from being tractable to it. 

3. The third sort is of those who teadily 
7 and sincerely follow reason, but for want of 
f having that which one may call large y sound f 
] roundrabout setwe, have not a full view of all 
I that relates to the question, and may be of 
] moment to decide it. We are all short^ 
sighted) and very often see but one side of a 
matter ; our views are not extended to all 
that has a connection with it. From this de- 
fect I t hink^ no man is freg . vVe see bu{ in 
jpUfl^* ana ^e^'joioW but in part, and there- 
fore it is no wonder we conclude not right 
1 from our partial views. This might instruct 
the proudest esteemer of his own parts, 
how useful it is to talk and consult with 
others, even such as come short of him in 
capacity, quickness and penetration : for, 
since no one sees all, and we generally have 
different prospects of the same thing, accord- 
ing to our different, as I may say, positions 
to it, it is not incongruous to think, nor 
beneath any man to try, whether another 
may not have notions of things which have 
escaped him, and ii^hich his reason would 
make ^se of if they came into his mind. 
The faculty of reasoning seldom or never 
•deceives those who trust to it ; its conse- 
quences from what it builds on are evident 
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ftad certain^ but that which it oftenest, if not 
only, misleads us in, is, that the principles 
from which we conclude, the groimds upon 
which we bo\tom our reasoning, are but a 
part, something is left out which should go 
into the reckoning to make it just and ej^act^ 
Here we may imagine a vast and almost in- 
finite advantage that angels and separate 
spirits may have over us ; who, in their sever- 
al degrees of elevation above us, may be 
endowed with more comprehensive faculties, 
and some of them perhaps having perfect 
and exact views of all finite beings that come 
under their consideration, can as it were, in 
the twinkling of an eye, collect together all 
theii: scattered and almost boundless rela'Aons. 
A mind so furnished, wliat reason has it to 
acquiesce in the certainty of its 'conclusions ! 
In this we may see the reason why sonie 
men of study and thought, that reason right, 
and are lovers of truth, do. make no gteat 
advances in their discoveries of it. Error 
and truth are uncertainly blended in their 
minds ; their decisions are lame ajid defec- 
tive, and they are very often mistaken in 
their judgments : the reason whereof is, they 
converse but with one sort of men, they read 
but one sort of books, they will not come in 
the hearing but of one sort of notions ; the 
truth is they canton out to themselves a little 
Goshen in the intellectual world, where light 
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shines, and as they con^ude, daj blesses 
them ; but the rest of that vast expansum 
thej give up to night and darkness, and 
so avoid coming qear it. They have a pretty 
traffic with ]q[iown correspondents in some 
little creek; within that they confine them- 
, selves, and are dexterous managers enough 
of the wares and products of that comer with 
which they content themselves, but will not 
venture out into the great ocean of knowledge, 
to survey the riches that nature hath stored 
other parts with, no less genuine, no less solid, 
no less useful, than what has fallen to their lot 
in the admired plenty and sufficiency of their 
own little spot, which to them contains what- 
soever is good in the universe. Those wh^ 
live thus mewed up within their own. con- 
tracted territories, and will not look abroad 
beyond the boundaries that chance, conceit, 
or laziness has set to their inquires, but live 
separate from the notions, discourses, and at* 
tainments of the rest of mankind, may not 
amiss be represented by the inhabitants of 
the Marian islands ; who being separated by 
a large tract of sea from all communion with 
the habitable parts of the earth, ^fcougfbt 
fh^>|p«iPlvP^ iht* n nlv people of the^ ori 

And though the straitness of tlie convei 
ces of life amongst them had never reached 
so far ai^ to the use of fire, till the Span- 
iards^ not many y^ars since, in their voyages 
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from Acapulco to Manilla, brought* it amongst 
them : yet in the want and ignorance of al- 
most all things, they looked upon themselves, 
even after that the Spaniards had brought 
amongst them the notice of variety of nations 
abounding in sciences, arts, and conveniences 
of life, of which thjey knew nothing, they 
looked upon themselves, I say, as the hap« 
pi est and wisest people of the universe. But 
for all that, nobody, I think, will imagine 
them deep naturalists, or solid metaphysi- 
cians ; nobody will deem the quickest-sighted 
among them to have very enlarged views in 
ethics or politics, nor can any one allo^ the 
rnqst capable amongst them to be advanced so 
far in his understanding, as to have any other 
knowledge but of the few little things of bis 
and the neighbouring islands within his com- 
merce ; but far enough from that comprehen- 
sive enlargement of mind which adorns a 
soul devoted to truth, assisted with letters, 
nnd a free generation of the several views 
and sentiments pf thinking men of all sides. 
Let not men, therefore, that would have 
a sight of what every one. pretends to be 
desirous to have a sight of, truth in its full 
extent, narrow and blind their own prospect. 
Le t not m en think there i s no tmm bu t in 
thelciencear thkt thfiy 5tUdy, or" lh6 b66Ja 
that CTigr?^^a o-^ To prejudge other si^Tl 
aotioi^ belSfe* TVe have looked into them« is 
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not to show ihelt darkness^ but to put out our 
own eyes. 2yy all fifUnp^Sj hold fast thai wM ck 
is good^ is a diyine rule, coming from the I^- 
tb^ of light and truth ; and it is hard* to 
kno>w what other way men can come at truth, 
to lay hold of it, if they do not dig and search 
for it as for gold and hid treasure : but he 
that does so must have much earth and rub 
bish before he gets the pure metal ; sand, 
and pebbles, and dross usually lie blended 
with it, but the gold is nevertheless gold, and 
will enrich the man that employs Itis pains to 
seek and separate it Neither is there any 
danger he should be deceived by the mixture 
Every man carries about him a touchstone, 
if he will make use of it, to distinguish sub- 
stantial gold from superficial glitterings, truth 
from appearances. And indeed the use and 
benefit of this touchstone, which is natural 
reason, is spoiled and lost only by assuming 
prejudices, over-weening presumption, and 
narrowing our minds. The want of exercis- 
ing it in the full extent of things intelligible, 
is that which weakens and extinguishes thin 
noble faculty in us. Trace it, and see whe- 
ther it be not so. The day-labourer in a 
country village has commonly but a small 
pittance of knowledge,. because his ideas and 
notions have been confined to the narrow 
bounds of a poor conversation and employ- 
itfteBt : the low mechanic of a country town 
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jbes somewhat outdo him ; porters and coblers 
of great cities surpass them. A ^country gen- 
tleman who, leaving Latin and learning in the 
unrirersitj, removes thence to his mansion* 
bouse, and associates with neighbours of the 
tame strain, who relish nothing but hunting 
and a bottle ; with those alone he spends his 
time, with those alone he converses, and can 
away with no company whose discourse goes 
beyond what claret and dissoluteness inspire. 
\cSnch a patriot formed in this happy way of 
improvement, cannot fai.il, as we see, to give 
notable decisions upon, the bench at quarter- 
.sessions, and t^|Kinent proofs of his skill in 
politics whcA t^ strength of his purse and party 
have advanced 'him to a more conspicuous 
station. To such a one truly an ordinar}' 
coffee-house gleaner of the city is an errant 
Statesman, and as much superior to, as a man, 
conversant abo\it Whitehall and the court, is 
to an ordinary shopkeeper. To carry this a 
little farther Here is one muffled up in the 
zeal and Infallibility of his own sect, and will 
not touch a book, or enter into debate ^ith a 
person that will question any of those things 
which to him are sacred. Another surveys our 
differences in religion with an equitable and 
fair indifference, and so finds probably that 
none of them are in every thing unexception- 
able. Thes e di visions and s y«<tem s were made 
men. 
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them ; and in those whom he differs &om, and 
till he openedhis eyes, had a general prejudice 
against, he meets with more to he said for a 
great many things than hefore he was aware 
of, or could hare imagined. Which of these 
two, now, is most likely to judge right in our 
religious controversies, and to be most stored 
with truth, the mark all pretend to aim at ? 
All these men, that I have instanced in, thus 
unequally furnished with truth, and advanced 
in knowledge, I suppose of equal natural parts ; 
all the odds between them has been the differ- 
ent scope that has been given to their imder- 
standings to range in,, for the gathering up of 
information, and furnishing their heads with 
ideas and notions and observations, whereon 
to employ their mind and form their under^ 
standings. 

It will possibly be objected, " who is suffi- 
cient for all this ?" I answer, more than can 
be imagined. Every one knows what his 
proper business is, and what, according to the 
character he makes of himself, the world may 
justly expect of him ; and, to answer that, he 
will find he will have time and opportunity 
enough to furnish himself, if he will not deprive 
himself, by a narrowptess of spirit, of those 
helps that are at hand. I do not say, to be a 
good geographer, that a man should viisit 
every mountain, river, promontory, and creek, 
upon the face of the earth, viewtiie buildings. 
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«iid twpvej the land every where, as if he 
Hirers going to make a purchase ; but yet every 
one must allow that he sshail khow a countiy 
better, that makes often sallies into it, and 
traverses up and down, than he that, like 
a mill-horse, goes still round in the same 
track, or keeps within the narrow bounds of a 
field or two that delight him, He that will 
inquire out the best books in every science, 
and inform himself of the most material au- 
thors of the several sects of philosophy and 
religion, will not find it an infinite work to 
acquaint himself with the sentiments of man- 
kind, concerning the most weighty and cora^ 
prehensive subjects. Let him exercise the 
freedom of hR reason and understanding in 
such a latitude as this, and his mind will be 
strengthened, his capacity enlarged, his facul- 
ties improved ; and the light, which the remote 
and scattered parts of truth will give to one 
another, will so assist his judgment, that he 
will seldom be widely out, or miss giving proof 
of a clear head and a comprehensive Imow- 
ledge. At least, this is the only way I know 
to giye the understanding its due improvement 
to &e full e3[tent of its capacity, and to dis- 
tinguish the two most different things I know 
in file world, a logical chicaner from a man of 
reason. Only he, that would thus give the 
mind its flight, and send abroad his inquiries 
into all parts after truth, must be sure to settle 
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in his head determined ideas of all that he 
employs his thoughts about, and never fail to 
judge himself, and judge unbiassedly, of all 
that he receives from others, either in their 
writings or discourses. Reverence or prejudice 
must not be suffered to give beauty or de- 
formity to any of their opinions. 

§ 4. OfPraciice and HahiJU. 

Wa are born with faculties and powen 
capable almost of any thing, such at least as 
would carry us farther than can easily be ima- 
gined : but ic is only the exercise of those 
powers Avhich gives us ability and skill in any 
thing, and leads us towards pei&ction. 

A middle-aged ploughman will scarce ever 
be brought to the carriage and language of a 
'gentleman, though his body be as well propor- 
tioned, and his joints as supple, and his natural 
parts not any way inferior. The legs of a 
dancing-master, and the fingers of a musician, 
fall as it were naturally, without thought or 
pains, into regular and admirable motions, 
bid them change their parts, and they will in 
vain endeavour to produce Uke motions in the 
members not used to them, and it will require 
length of time and long practice to attain but 
some degrees of a like ability. What incredi- 
ble and astonishing actions do we find rope- 
dancers and tumblers bring their bodies to ! 
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Not but that sundry, in almost all manual arts, 
are as wonderful ; but I nsime those which the 
world takes notice of for such, because on that 
very account they give money to see them. 
All these admired motions, beyond the reach 
and sdmost conception oF unpractised spects^ 
tors, are nothing but the mere effects of use 
and industry in men, whose bodies have noth- 
ing peculiar in them from those of the amazed 
lookers on. 

As it is in the body, so it is in the mind ; 
practice makes it what it is, and most even 
of those excellencies, which are looked on as 
natural endowments, will be found, when ex- 
amined into mmre narrowly, to be the product 
of exercise, ana to be raised to that pitch only 
by repeated actions. Some men are remarked 
for pleasantiiess in raillery ; others for apo- 
logues and apposite diverting stories. This is 
apt to be taken for the eiffect of pure nature, 
and that the rather, because it is not got by 
rules, and those who excel in either of them 
never purposely set themselves to the study of 
it, as an art to be learnt. But yet it is true 
that at first some lucky hit, which took with 
somebody, and gained him commendation, 
encouraged him to try again, inclined his 
thoughts and endeavours that way, till at last 
he insensibly got a facility in it, without per- 
ceiving how ; and that is attributed wholly to 
* natuTfiy which was much more the effect of • 

c2 
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use and prkctice. I do not deny .that natural 
disposition may often give the first ri^ to it, 
but that never carries a man far, without use 
and exercise ; and it is pi'actiee alone that 
brings the powers of the mind, as well as those 
of the body, to their perfection. Many a good 
poetic vein is buried under a trade, and never 
produces any thing for want of improvement. 
We see the ways of discourse and reasoning 
are very different, even concerning the same 
matter, at court and in the university* And 
he that will go but from Westminste^-hall to 
the Exchange, will find a different genius and 
turn in their ways of talking ; and yet one 
cannot think that aU whose lot fell in the city 
were born with, different partPfrom those who 
were bred at the university or inns of court. 

To what purpose all this, but to show that 
the difference, so observable in men's under- 
standings and parts, does not arise so much 
from thftir iTifi^ijral fa culties a s acttaired ^abits. 
He would be laugheHTac thafThDuld goaBout 
to make a fine dancer out of a coimtry hed- 
ger, at past fifty. And he wiH not have much 
better success, w1h> shall endeavour, at that 
age, to make^ a jnan reason well, or speak 
handsomely, who has never been used to it, 
though you should lay before him a collection 
of all the best precepts of logic or oratory. 
Nobody is made any thing Dy hearing of 
rulesy or laying them up in his menraiy ; 
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praeiiee must settle the habit of doing with- 
out reflecting on the rule, and you may as 
well hope to make a good painter or musician 
extempore by a lectiu^ and instruction in the 
arts of music and painting, as a coherent 
thinker, or a strict reasoner, by a set of rules, 
diowing him wherein light reasoning consists. 
This being so, that ^defects and weakness 
in men's understandings, as well as other 
faculties, ^ome from, want of a right use of 
their own minds, I am apt to think the fault 
b generally mislaid upon nature, and there 
is often a complaint of want of parts, when 
the fault lies in want of a due improvement 
of them. We see 4«ien frequently dexter- 
ous and sharp enough in making a bargain^ 
who, if you reason with them about matters 
of religion, appear perfectly stupid. 

^ 5. Mea». 

I WILL not here, m what relates to the right 
conduct and improvement of the under- 
standing, repeat afain the getting clear and 
determined ideas, and ihe employing our 
thoughts rather about them ihm about sounds 
put tor them, nor of settling the sigaifieatioa 
of words which we. use with ourselves in the 
search of truth, or with others in discoursing 
about it. — ^Those hinderanees of our usider^ 
citwdiags in ihe pursuit of knowledge I haM 
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sufficiently enlarged upon in anotiier place , 
00 that nothing more needs here to be said 
of those matters. 

6. PrincipleB, 

Thbre is another fault that stops or misleads 
men in their knowledge, which I have also 
spoken something of, but yet is necessary to 
mention here again, that we may examine it 
to the bottom, and see the root it springs 
from, and that is a custom of taking up with 
principles that are not self-evident, and very 
often not so much as true. It is not unusu^ 
to see men r^st their opinions upon founda* 
tions that have no more certainty and solidity 
than the propositions built on them, and em* 
braced for their sake, gufi b^founda dons are 
these and the like, viz. ThSfounderi orjSd- 




thalisjerr oneouS) therefore 

been l ong°lric<5iveq in the^ world>,JOxer£fore 

These, ana many the like, which are by no 
means the measures of truth and falsehood, 
the geaeipality of men make the standards by 
which they accustom their understanding 
to judge. And thus they falling into a habit, 
of determining of truth tod falsehood by such 
wrong measures, it ts no wonder they should 
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embrace error for certainty^ and b^ very 
positive in ihlDgs they have no ground for. 

There h not any, who pretends to the 
least reason, but, when any of these his false 
maxims are 'brought to the test, must acr 
knowledge them to be fallible, and $ucb as he 
will not allow in those that difler from him ; 
and yet after he is convinced of this, you 
shall see him go on in the use of them, and t^e 
very next Ojccasion that offers, argue again 
upon the same grounds. Would one not be 
ready to think that men are willing to impose 
upon themselves, and mislead their qwn 
understandings, who conduct them by sucb 
wrong measures, even after they see they 
cannot be relied on ? But yjei they will not 
appear so blameable as may. be thought at 
first sight ; for I think there are a great 
many that argue thus in earnest, and do it 
not to impose on themselves or others. They 
are persuaded of what they say, and think 
there is weight in it, though In a like cas«> 
they have been convinced there is none ^ but 
men would be intolerable to themselves, and 
contemptible to others, if they should em- 
brace opinions without any ground, and hold 
what they could give no manner of .reason 
for. True or false^ solid or sandy^ the mind 
5gust£a^esome^ 

upon, an4f^ 1 have remarked" in smoiber 
plaice, Jt no sooner entertains any proposi- 
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tion, but it presently hastens to some li}r» 
potfaesis to bottom it on, till then it is war 
quiet and unsettled. — So mueb do our own 
verj tempers dispose us to a right use of 
our understandings, if we woidd follow as 
wo should the inclinations of our nature. 

In some matters of concernment, especial- 
|y those of reliyion^ men ar e, not permitted 
wi>e always nmverins: and unceltiaJfrrtliw 
nfOSr^embraca and proie5» surmT tenets or 
other ; and it would be a shatne, nay a con- 
tradiction too heavy for any one's mind to 
lie constantly under, for hiih to pretend seri- 
ously to be persuaded of the truth of any 
l^eligion, and yet not be able to give any rea- 
son of his belief, or to say any thing for his 
preference of this to any other opitJon ; and 
therefore they must make use oi some prin- 
ciples or other, and those can be no other' 
than such as they have and can manage : and 
to say they are "not in earnest persuaded by 
fhem, and do not rest upon those they make 
tLse of, is contrary to experience, and to al» 
lege that they are -not misled when we com-^ 
plain they are. 

If this be so, it will be urged, why then do 
they not make use of sure and unquestionable 
principles, rather than rest on such grounds 
fa may deceive them, and will, as is visible, 
•jSrve to support error as well as truth ? 

To this I answer, the reason why they do 
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Bot make use of better and surer princxplesy 
is because they cannot : but this inability / 
proceeds not from want of natural parts (for J 
those few whose case that is are to be ex-^ 
cused) but for want of use and exercise^ 
{"ew men are from their youth accustomed 
to strict reasoning, and to trace the depeiH 
dence of any truuz in a lon^^ train of conse* 
quences to its remotest principles^ and to ob« 
serve its connection ; and he that hj 'frequenil 
practice has >not been used to this employ^ 
ment of his imderstandinfi^, it is no more won-| 
der that he should not^ when he is gtown into 
years, be able to bring his mind to it, than 
that he should not be on a sud(fen able to 
grare or design, daiice on the ropes, or write' 
a good hand, who has n^ver practised either 
of them. 

Nay, the most of men are sowboUy strangers 
to this, that they do not so mudh as perceive 
their want of it 3 they despatch the or(iinarj 
business of their callings oy rote, as we say, 
as they have learned it ; and if at any time 
they miss success, they impute it te any thing 
rather than want of thought or skiU ; that 
they conclude (b^cdkuse they know no better) 
they have in perfection ; or if there be any / 
subject that interest or fancy has recom- 
mended to iheir thoughts, their reasoning 
About it is still after their own fashion ; be it 
better or worse, ft serves their tums, and- 
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^ |ft# ^sl they are acquainted with ; and 
^ i H N 6 >t» when thej are led by it into mis- 
Mt^ltk Vfe^ their business succeeds according- 
N^ Ui*y impute it to anj cross accident, or 
g^iH of others, rather than to their own 
MK«ftl of understanding j that is, what nobody 
4i^fcCOY«rs or complams of in himself. What- 
soever made his business to miscarry, it was 
)^ want of right thought and judgment in 
Um^etf :' he sees no such defect in himself, 
Wt U satisfied *hat he carries on his designs 
w^ enough b^ iiis own reasoning, or at least 
stkould have done, had it riot been for unlucky 
traverses not in his power. Thus being con- 
tent with this short and very impe;rfect use of 
his understanding, he never troubles himself 
to seek out methods of improving his mind, 
and lives all his life without any notion of 
dose reasoning, in a continued cOnnect^n of a 
long train of consequences from sure foun- 
dations, such as is requisite for the making 
out and clearing most of the speculative 
truths most men own to believe and are most 
concerned in. Not to mention here what I 
shall have occasion to insist on by and by 
more fully, viz. that in many cases it is not 
one series of consequences will serve the 
turn, but many different and opposite deduc- 
tions must be examined and laid together, 
before a man can come to make a right 
judgment of tixe point In question. What 
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Ihen can be expected froia men thai naitiber 
Bee the want of any sueh kind of reaj^oning as 
this : nor, if .tbey do, know bow to set about 
it, or could perform it ? Yoti may as well set 
A cauntryman, who scarce knows the figures, 
and never cast up a sum of three particulars, 
lo state a merchamt's long accouiit, and find 
the true balance of it. 

What then .should be done in the case ? I 
answer, we should always remember what I 
said above, that the faculties of our souls are 
improved and made useful to us just after the 
same manner as our bodied are. Would you 
have a man write ot paint, dance or fence 
well, or perform- any oUier manual operation 
dexterously and with eaise ; let him have ever 
so much vigour and activity, suppleness and 
address naturally, yet nobody expects this 
from him, unless he has been used to it, and 
has employed time and pains in fashioning 
and forming his hand, or outward parts to these 
motions. Just so it is in the mind : would you 
have a man reason well, you must use him to 
it betimes, exercise his mind in observbig the 
connexion of ideas, and following them in 
train. Nothing does this better than mathe- 
matics, which, therefore, I think should be' 
taught all those who have the time and oppor* 
tunity ; not so much to make them mathema' 
ticians, as to make iiiem reasonable creatures ; 
for though we adl call ourselves so, because 
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we are bom to it, if we please ; yet we may 
truly say, nature gives us but the seeds of it : 
we are bom to be, if we please, rational crea- 
tures ; but it is use and exercise only that 
make us so, and we are, indeed, so no farliier 
than industry and application have carried us. 
And, therefore, in ways of reasoning, which 
men have not been used to, he that will observe 
the conclusions they take up, must be satisfied 
they are not all rational. 

This has been the less taken notice of, be- 
cause every one, in his private affairs, uses 
some sort of reasoning or other, enough to 
denominate him reasonable. But the mistake 
is, that he that is found reasonable in one 
thing, is concluded to be so in all, and to think 
or to say otherwise is thought so unjust an af- 
front, and so senseless a censure, that nobody 
ventures to do it. It looks like the degradation 
of a man below the dignity of his nature. It 
is true, that he that reasons well in any one 
thing has a mind naturally capable of reasoning 
well in others, and to the same degree of 
strength and clearness, and possibly much 
greater, had his understanding been so em- 
ployed. But it is as true that he who can 
reason well to-day about one sort of matters, 
cannot at all reason to-day about others, 
though perhaps a year hence he may. But 
wherever a man's rational factd^ f^ls him, 
and will not serve him to reason,^ there we 
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cannot say he is rational, bow capable soey- 
er he may be, by time and exercise, to be- 
come so. 

Try in men of low and mean education, who 
have never elevated their thoughts above the 
spade and the plough, nor looked beyond the 
ordinary drudgery of a day-labourer. Take 
the thoughts of such an one, used for many 

II years to one track, out of that narrow com- 
Ipass) he has been all his life confined to, you 
I will find him no more capable of reasoning 
Ithan almost a perfect natural. Some one or 
•two rules, on which their conclusions imme- 
piately depend, you will find in most men have 
governed all their thoughts ; these, true or 
false, have been the maxims they have been 
guided by : take these from them, and they 
are perfectly at a loss, their compass and pole- 
star then are gone, and their understanding is 
perfectly at a nonplus ; and therefore they 
either immediately return to their old maxims 
again, as the foundations of all truth to them, 
notwithstanding all that can be said to show 
their weakness ; o:. if they give them up to 
their reasons, they, with them, give up all 
truth and farther inquiry, and think there is 
no such thing as certainty. For if you would 
enlarge their thoughts, and settle them upon 
more remote and surer principles, they either 
cannot easily 'apprehend them ; or, if they y 
can, know not wnat use to make of them ; for 



St OF THE CONDUCT 

loBg deductions from remote principles are 
\!di^ ikey have not been used to, and cannot 
manage. 

What then, can grown men never be im- 
pacted, or enlarged in their understandings ? 
I 9^ ndt so ; but this I think I may say, mat 
it WiH not be done without indtxstrj and appli- 
cation, which will require more time and 
paiti^ than grown men, settled in their course 
of life,'will allow to it, and therefore Terj sel- 
dom is done. And this very capacity of at- 
tuning it, by use and exercise only, brings us 
back to that which I laid down before, that it 
is only practice that improves our minds as 
well as bodies, and we must expect nothing 
horn our understandings, any farther tlian they 
lure perfected by habits. 
' The Americans iire not all bom with worse 
understandings than the Europeans, though we 
see none of them have such reaches in the arts 
and sciences. And, among the children of a 
poor countryman, the lucky chance of educa- 
tion, and getting into the world, gives one in- 
finitely the superiority in parts over the rest, 
Iwho, continuing at home, had continued also 
just of the same size with his brethren. 
He that has to do with young scholars, 
especially in mathematics, may perceive how 
their minds open by deffrees, and how it is ex- 
ettise alone that opens uiem. Sometimes they 
will fttick a long time at a part of demonstra- 
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tion, not for want of will arid application, but 
really for want of perceivini^ the connexion of 
two ideas, that, to one whose understanding is 
more exercised, is as visible as any thing can 
be. The same would be with a grown man 
beginning to study mathematics ; the under- 
standing, for want of use, often sticks in eve- 
ry plain way, and he himself that is so puz- 
zled, when he comes to . see the connexion, 
wonders what it was he stuck at, in a case so 
plain. 

§ 7. Mathematics. 

I HAVE mentioned mathematics as a way to 
settle in the mind a habit of reasoning closely 
and in train ; not that I think it necessary 
that ad men should be deep mathematicians, 
but that, having got the way of reasoning, 
which tliat study necessarily brings the mind 
to, they ijiight be able tp transfer it to other 
parts of knowledge, as they shall have occa- 
sion. For, in all sorts of re^oning, every sin- 
gle argument should be managed as a mathe- 
matical demonstration : the connexion and de- 
pendence of ideas should be followed, till the 
mind is brought to the source on which it bot- 
toms, and observes the coherence all along, 
though in proofs of probability one such tram 
is not enough to settle the judgment, as in de» 
monstrative knowledge. 

d2 
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Where a truth is made out by one demon- 
\ Nation, there needs no farther inquiry ; but 
I in probabilities, where there wants demonstra- 
\ lion to establish the truth beyond doubt, there 
\ it is not enough to trace one argument to its 
Vsource, and observe its strength and weakness, 
put all the arguments, after having been so 
examined on both sides, must be laid in bal- 
ance one against another, and, upon the whole, 
tiie understanding determine its assent. 

This is a way of reasoning the understand- 
ing should be accustomed to, which is so dif- 
ferent from vhat the illiterate are used to, 
that even learned men oftentimes seem to 
have very little or no notion of it. Nor is it 
to be wondered, since the way of disputing, 
iu the schools, leads them quite away from it, 
by insisting on one topical areument, by the 
success of which the truth or falsehood of the 
question is to be determined, and victory ad- 
judged to the opponent or defendant ; which 
is all one as if one should balance an account 
by one sum, chained and discharged, when 
there are an hundred others to be taken into 
consideration. 

This, therefore, it would be well if mens^ 
minds were accustomed to, and that early; 
that they mi^t not erect their opinions upon 
one single view, when so many other are requi- 
site to make up the accouint, and must come 
into the reckoning, before a man can form a 
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light jud^ent. This would enlarge tiieir 
minds, and give a due freedom to their under- 
standings, that they might not he led into er- 
ror hy presumption^ laziness, or precipitancy ; 
for I think nohody can approve such a con- 
duct of the understanding as should mislead it 
from truth, though it he ever so mxioh in fash- 
ion to make use of it. 

To thb perhaps it will he ohjected, that to 
manage the undenttanding as I -propose would 
require every man to be a scholar, and to he 
furnished with all the materials of knowledge, 
and exercised in all the ways of reasoning. 
To which I answer, that it is a shame for 
those that have time, and the means to attain 
knowledge, to want any helps or assistance, 
for the improvement of their understandings, 
that are to he got ; and to such I would be 
thought here chiefly to speak. Those me- 
thinl^, who by the industry and parts of dieir 
ancestors, have been set free from a constai^ 
drudgery to their backs and their bellies, 
should bestow some of i^r spare ikne oa 
their heads, and upon theS minds, by some 
trials and essays, in all the sorts and matteni 
of reasoning. I have before mentioned ma^ 
ihematics, wherein algebra gives new be^ 
and views to the imderstanding. If I propose 
these, it is not, as I said, to make every maa 
a thorough mathematician, or a de^ algdbra<* 
ist ; but yet I think the study of them is of 
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infinite use, even to grown men ; first, bj er* 
perimentally convincing them, that to make 
■ any one reason well, it is not enough to have 
parts wherewith he is satisfied, and that serve 
him well enough in his ordinary course. A 
man in those studies will see, that however 
good he may think his understanding, yet in 
many things, and those very visible, it may fail 
him. This tvould take off that presumption 
that most men have of themselves in this 
part ; and they would not be so apt to think 
their minds wanted no helps to enlarge them, 
that there could be nothing added to the 
acuteness and penetration of their imderstand- 
ings. 

Secondly, The study of mathematics would 
show them the necessity there is in reasoning, 
to separate all the distinct ideas, and see the 
habitudes that all those concerned in the pres- 
ent inquiry have to one another, and to lay by 
those which relate not to the proposition in 
hand, and wholly to leave them out of the 
reckoning. This is that which in other sub- 
jects, besides quantity, is what is absolutely 
requisite to just reasoning, though in them it 
is not so easily observed, nor so carefully 
practised. In those parts of knowledge where 
it is thought demonstration has nothing to do, 
men reason as it were in the lump ; and if, 
upon a summary and confused view, or upon 
a partial consideration, they can raise the ap* 
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][)€&rance of a probability, tbey usually rest 
content ; especially if it be in a dispute wbere 
every little straw is laid hold on, and every 
thing that can but be drawn in any way to 
give colour to the argument is advanced with 
ostentation. But that mind is not in a postxu*e 
to find the truth, that does not distinctly take 
all the parts asunder, and, omitting what is 
not at all to the point, draw a conclusion from 
the result of all the particulars which any 
way influence it. There is another no less 
useful habit to be got by an application to 
mathematical demonstrations, and that is, of 
using the mind to a long train of consequen- 
ces ; but having mentioned that already, I 
shall not again here repeat it. 

As to men whose fortunes and time are 
narrower, what may sufiice them is not of 
that vast extent as may be imagined and so 
comes not within the objection. 

Nobody is under an obligation to know 
every thing. Knowledge and science in gen- 
eral is the business only of those who are at 
ease and leisure. Those who have particular 
callings ought to understand them ; and it is 
no unreasonable proposal, nor impossible to 
be compassed, that iiiey should think and 
reason right about what is their daily employ- 
ment. This oiTe cannot think them incapable 
of, without levelling them with the brutes^ 
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and charging them with a stupidity below the 
rank of rational creatures. 

^ 8. Religion, 

Besides his particular calling for the support 
of this life, every one has a concern in a fu- 
ture life, which he is bound to look after. 
This engages his thoughts in religion ; and 
here it mightily lies upon him to understand 
and reason right. Men, therefore, cannot 
be excused from imderstanding the words, and 
framing the general notions relating to reli- 
gion, right. The one day of seven, besides 
other days of rest, allows in the Christian 
world time enough fbr this (had they no other 
idle hours) if they would but make use of 
these vacancies from their daily labour, and 
apply themselves to an improvemnt of knowl- 
edge with as much diligi^ce as they often do 
to a great many other things that are useless, 
and had but those that would enter them ac- 
cording to their several capacities in a right 
way to this knowledge. The original make 
of their minds is like that of other men, and 
they would be found not to want uriderstand- 
tng fit to receive the knowledge of religion, if 
they were a little encouraged and helped in it^ 
as they should be. For there are instances 
of very mean people, \mo have raided their 
minds to a great sense and understanding of 
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religion : and though these have not been so 
frequent as could oe wii^d ; yet they are 
enough to clear that condition of life from a 
necessity of gross ignorance, and to show 
that more might be brought to be rational 
creatures and Christians (for they can hardly 
be thought really to be so, who, wearing the 
nsune, know not so much as the very princi- 
ples of that religion) if due care were taken 
of them. For, If I mistake not, the peas- 
antry lately in France (a rank of people un- 
der a much heavier pressure of want and 
poverty than the day-labourers in England) 
of the reformed religion understood it much 
better, and could say more for it than those 
of a higher condition among us. 

But if it shall be concluded that the mean- 
er sort of people must give themselves up to 
brutish stupidity in the things of their nearest 
concernment, which J[ see no reason for, this 
excuses not those of a freer fortune and 
education, if they neglect their understand- 
ings, and take no case to employ them; as 
they ought, and set them right in th^ knowl- 
edge of those things for which principally 
they were given them. At least those, whose 
plentiful fortunes allow them the opportunities 
and helps of improvements, are not so few, 
but that it might be . hoped great advance- 
ments might be made in knowledge of aU 
kinds, especially in that of the greatest con- 
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eem imd largest views, if men would make 
a right use of thear faculties, and study their 
own understandings. 

§ 9. Ideas. 

Outward corporeal objects, that const^ntiij 
importune our senses, and captivate our ap^ 
petites, fail not to fill our heads with liYelj 
and lasting ideas of that kind. Here the 
mind needs not to be set upon getting greater 
store ; they offer themselves fast enough, and 
are usually entertained in such plenfy, and 
lodged so carefully, that the mind wants room 
or attention for others that it has nK>re use and 
need of. To fit the understanding therefore 
for such reasoning as I have been above 
epeaking of, care should be taken to fill it 
witii moral and more abstract ideas ; for 
these not oiSering themselves to the senses, 
but being to be framed to the understanding 
people are generally so neglectful of a faculty 
ihej are apt to think wants iiothing, that I 
feadr most men's minds are moj^e unfurnished 
with such ideas than is imagined. They often 
use ^e words, and how can they be suspected 
to want the ideas ? What I have said in the 
third book of my Essay, wiU excuse me from 
any other answer to this question. But to 
eonvtnoe people of what moment it is -to 
their usderstondings to be furnished with 
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ittch ftbstraK^t ideas stieadj and settled ia 
them, give me leave to ask how anj one shall 
he able to know whether he be obliged to be 
just, if he has not established ideas in his 
mind of obligation and of jiistice, since knowl- 
edge consists in nothing but the perceived 
agreement or disagreement of those ideas ? 
and so of all others the like, which concern 
oor lives and manners. And if men do find 
a difficulty to see the aereement or disagree- 
ment of two angles which lie before their 
ejes, unalterable in a diagram, how utterly 
impossible will it be to perceive it in ideas 
that have no other sensible objects to repre- 
sent them to tiie mind but sounds, with which 
tiiey have no manner of conformity, and 
therefore had need to be clearly settled in 
the mind themselves, if we wouM make any 
dear judgment about them. This therefore 
is one of ihe first things tiie mind should be 
empk>yed about in the right conduct of the 
lUMerstanding, without which it is impossible 
it sfaovld be capable of reasoning right about 
those natters. But in these, and all o^r 
ideas, eare must be taken that they harbour 
no inconsistencies, and that they have a real 
ezisteQca where real existence is supposed, 
and ape not mere diimcras witii a siqqposed 
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§ 10. Prejudice, 

Evert one is forward to complain of thw 
prejudices that mislead other men or parties^ 
as if he were free, and had none of his own. 
This heing objected on all sides, it is agreed, 
that it is a fault and an hinderance to loiowl- 
edge. What now is the cure ? No other but 
this, that every man should let alone other^s 
prejudices, and examine his own. — ^Nobody 
is convinced of his by the accusation of 
another, he recriminates by the same rule, 
and is clear. The only way to remove this 
great cause of ignorance and error out of 
the world is for every one impartially to ex- 
amine himself. If others will not deal fairly 
with their own minds, does that make my 
errors truths } or ought it to make me in love 
with them, and willing to impose on myself ? 
If others love cataracts in their eyes, should 
that hinder me from couching mine as soon 
as I can ? Every one declares against blihd* 
ness, and yet who almost is not fond of that 
which dims his sight and keeps the clear light 
out of his mind, which should lead him into- 
truth and knowledge ? False or doubtful 
positions, relied upon as unquestionable max- 
ims, keep those in the dark from truth who 
build on them. Such are usualty the preju^ 
dices imbibed from education^ pariy^^ rever* 
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ftncft fas%7l, ^nf**^fifti ^''i ^^^s is the mote 
\mca every one sees in his brother's eye, 
but never regards the beam in his own. For | 
"who is there almost that is ever brought fairly 
to examine his own principles, and see whe- 
ther they are such as will bear the trial ? But 
yet this should be one of the first things every 
one should set about, and be scrupulous in, 
who would rightly conduct his understanding 
in the search of truth and knowledge. 

To those who are willing to get rid of this 
great hinderance of knowledge (for to such 
only I write) to those who would shake off 
this great and dangerous impostor prejudice, 
who dresses up falsehood in the likeness of 
truth, and so dexterously hoodwinks men's 
minds, as to keep them in the dark, with a 
belief that they are more in the light than 
any that do not see with their eyes ; I shall 
offer this one mark whereby prejudice may 
be known. He that is strongly of any opin- 
ion, must suppose (unless he be self-con- 
demned) that his persuasion is built \ipon 
good grounds ; and that his assent is no ^ ' 
greater than what the evidence of the truth 
he holds forces him to ; and that they are 
alignments, and not inclination or fancy, that 
make him. so confident and positive in his 
tenets. Now, if after alUhis profession, he 
cannot bear any opposition to his opinion^ it' 
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he cannot so much as give a patient h9»mgy 
much less examine and weigh the arguments 
on the other side, does he not {Mainly confess 
it is prejudice governs him ? and it is not the 
evidence of truth, but some lazy anticqmtion, 
some beloved presumption that he desires to 
rest undisturbea in. For if what he hdds b^, 
as he gives out, well fenced with evidence^ and 
he sees it to be true, what need he fear to put 
it to the proof ? If his opinion be settled upon 
a firm foundation, if the arguments that sup- 
port it, and have obtained his assent, be clear, 
good, and convincing^ why should he be shy to 
have it tried whether they be proof or not ? 
He whose assent goes beyond his evidence, 
owes this excess of his adherence only to pre- 
judice, and does in effect own it, when be 
refuses to hear what is offered against it; 
declaring thereby, that it is not evidence be 
seeks, but the quiet enjoyment of the opinion 
he is fond of, with a forward condemnation 
of all that may stand in opposition to it, un- 
heard and unexamined ; which, what is it but 
prejudice ? Q^i iequum statuerit farU tnaudUa 
aUera diamti icquum statuerit ^ hand ttgrnujuet' 
it. He that would acquit himself in this case 
as a lover of truth, not giving way to any 
preoccupation or bias that may mislead him, 
iKHist do two things 4hat are not very eommoiiy 
Bor very easy. . 
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^11. Lidiffsrency, 

First, he must not be in 1oy« with any opin« 
ion, or wish it to be true, 'till he knows it to 
be so, and tiien he will not need to wish it ; 
for nothing that is false can deserve our good 
wishes, lior a desire that it should hfiLve the 
place and force of truth ; and- jet nothiifg is 
' more frequent than this. Men are fond of 
certain tenets iq)on no other evidence but 
respect and custom, and think they must 
maintain them, or all is gone ; though they 
have 'never examined the ground they stand 
on, nor have ever made them out to them- 
selves, or can make them out to others : we 
should contend earnestly for the truth, but 
Mre should first be sure that it is truth, or else 
we fight against God, who is the Opd of truth, 
and do the work of the devil, who is tl^e 
father and propagator of lies ; and our zeal; 
though ever so warm, will not excuse us, for 
this is plainly prejudice. 

§ 12. Examine, 

Sbcondlt, he must do that which he will find 
himself very averse to, as judging the thing 
unnecessary, or himself incapable of doing 
it. ffr. mint try whrthr#hifr frinr*T?lfj^J]^ 
certainly true, or nyt^ ai^< } h^^ ^r.b** "^*iy 
TOfeiyreiiTTipon them. This, whether fewer 
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have the heart or the skill to do, I shall not 
determine ; hut this, I am sure, is that which 
eveiy one oiight to do, who professes i» lave 
truth, and would not impose npon hiknself ; 
which is a surer way to be made a fool of 
than by being exposed to the sophistry of 
oilieiy. Hie disposition to put any ehaat 
upon oorselves works constantly, tmd we are 
pleased widi it, ^t are impatient t>f being Vaa«» 
tered or misled by others. The inaiMMty I Imto 
speak of is not any .natural defect that makee 
men incapable of examining their own princi- 
ples. To such, rules of coiufaicting their 
understandings are useless; and that is the ease 
of very few. Tht great number is of those 
whom the ifl habit of nerer exerting i^eir 
thoughts has disabled ; the powers of liieir 
minds are starved by disuse, and have lost 
that reach and strength which nature fitted 
them to receive from exercise. Those vriio 
are in a condition to learn Ihe first rules ef 
plain arithmetic, and could be brought to cast 
up an ordinary sum, are capable of 4bb, if 
they had but accustomed Iheir minds to rear 
soning : but they that have wholly neglected 
the exercise of iiieir understamtings ia this 
way, will be very far, at fiist, mm, laeing 
able to do it, and as ui^t for it as cmd un- 
practised in figiirA to cast vsp a diop-^ok,. 
anH, perhaps, think it as strange to be eet 
about it. And yet it m«st nevertlieless te- 
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eonfessed to be a -wrong use of our understand- 
iBfSy to build our teaets (in things where W6 
are concerned to hold the truth) upon prin- 
ciples that maj lead us into error. We take 
our principles at hap-hazard, upon trust, and 
without eyer having exaniined uem, and then 
belieye^a whole system, upon a presdinption 
that they are true and solid ; and whsK^i^r all 
Hdiy but childish^ shuBcful, senseless cre- 
dulity ? 

In tiliese two things^ viz. aa equal in- 
difierency for all truth ; I mean the receiving 
jiy the love of it, as truth, but not loving it 
&r any other reason, before we know it to 
be true ; and in die examination of our pHrin-* 
eiplies, and not receiving any for such, nor 
buildiiig on them, till we are fully convinced, 
as rational creatures, of their solidily, truth, 
and certainty ; consists that freedom of the 
viiiderstanding which is necessary t6 a rational 
creature, and wiUnout which it is not truly 
aa understanding. It is conceit, &ncy, ex- 
travagance, any tiling rather than under- 
standing, if it must be under the constrain! 
of receiving and holding opinions by the 
authority of any thing but their own, not 
fancied, but perceived, evidence. This was 
rightly called imposition, and is of all other 
thtf worst and most dangerous sort of it. For 
we impose upon ourselves, which is the 
strongest imposition of all others ; and we t 
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impose upon ourselves in that part which 
ought with the greatest care to he kept free 
from all imposition. The world is apt to cast 
great hiame on those who have an indifferen- 
cy for opinions, especially in religion. I fear 
this is the> foundation of great error and 
worse consequences. To he indifferent which 
of i\v# opinions is true, is the right temper of 
the mind that preserves it from Being imposed 
on, and disposes it to examine with that in** 
differencj, till it has done its hest to find the 
truth, and this is the only direct and safe way to 
it. But to be indifferent whether we embrace 
falsehood or truth, is the great road to error. 
Those who are not indifferent which opinion 
is true, are gmlty of this ; they suppose with- 
out examining, that what they hold is true, 
and they think they ought to be zealous for 
it. Those, it is plain by their warmth and 
eagerness, are not indifferent for their own 
opinions^ but methinks are very indifferent 
whether they be true or false ; since they 
cannot endure to have any doubts raised, 
or objections made against them ; and it is 
visible they never have made any themselves, 
and so, never having examined, know not, 
nor are concerned, as they should be, to 
know whether they be true or false. 

These are the common and most general 
miscarriages which I think men should avok!, 
or rectify, in a right conduct of their imdeiw 
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^tondiDgr, and should be particularly taken 
caiie of in education. The business whereof, 
in respect of knowled^jp, is not, as I think, to 
perfect a learner in 2QI or any one of the 
scie&ces, but to give his mind that freedom, 
that disposition, and those habits, that may 
enable him to attain any part of knowledge 
he shall apply himself to, or stand in need of 
in the future course of his life. 

This^ and this only, is well principling, and 
not the instilling a reverence and veneration 
for certain dogmas, under the specious title 
of principles, which are oflen so remote from 
t(iat truth and evidence which belongs to prin- 
ciples, that they ought to be rejected, as false 
and erroneous ; and often cause men so edu- 
cated, when iiiey come abroad into the world, 
and &id they .cannot maintain the principles 
so taken up ^d rested in, to cast off all prin- 
ciples, and tuin perfect skeptics, regardless 
or iB^owledge and virtue. 

There are several weaknesses and defects 
in the imderstanding, either from the natural 
temp^ of the mind, or ill habits taken up, 
which hinder it in its progress to knowledge. 
Of these, there are as many, possibly, to.be 
found, if die mind wera thorougnly studied, as 
there are diseases of the body, each whereof 
clogs and disables the understanding to some 
degree, and therefore deserves to be looked 
after and cured I shall set down some few 
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to excite men, especially those who make 
knowledge their business, to look into them- 
selves, and observe whether thej do not in- 
dulge some weaknesses, allow some miscar- 
riages in the management of their intellect- 
ual faculty, which is prejudicial to them in 
the search of truth. 

^ 13. Observations 

Particular matters of fact are the im- 
doubted foundations on which our civil and 
natural knowledge is built : the benefit the 
understanding makes of them is to draw from 
tliem conclusions, which may be as standing 
rules of knowledge, and consequently of 
practice. The mind often makes not that 
.benefit it should .of the information it receives 
/"from the accounts of civil or natural histo- 

/rians, by being too forward or too slow in 
making observations on the particular facts 
recorded in them. 
There are those who are very assiduous, 
in reading, and yet do not much advance 
theixv knowledge by it. They* are delighted 
with the stories that are told, and perhaps 
can tell them again, for they make ail they 
read nothing but history to themselves ; but 
not reflecting on it, not making to them- 
selves observations from what they read, they 
are very little improved by all that crowd of 
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^articolars, that either ]jass through, or lodge 
themselyes in, tiieir understandings. They 
dream on in a constant course of reading and 
cramping themselves, hut not digesting any 
thing, it produces nothing hut a hea,p ot cru- 
dities. 

If their memories retain well, one may say 
they have the materials of knowledge, but 
like those for building, they are of no advan- 
tage^ if there be no other use made of them 
but to let them he heaped up together. — ^Op- 
posite to these there are others who lose the 
improvement they should make of matters of 
fact by a quite contrary conduct. They are 
' apt to draw general conclusions, and raise ax- 
ioms from every particular they may meet 
with. These make as little true benefit of 
history as the other ; nay, being of forward 
and active spirits, receive more harm by it ; 
it being of worse consequence to steer one^s 
thoughSt by a wrong rule, than to have none 
at all ; error doing to busy men tnuch more 
harm than ignorance to the slow and sluggish. 
Between these, those seem to do best, who 
taking materisjl and useful hints, sometimes 
from single matters of fact, carry them into 
their minds to be judged of, by what they 
shall find in history to confirm or reverse these 
imperfect observations ; which may be estab- 
lished into rules fit to be relied on, when they 
are justified by a sufficient and wary induction 
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of jmrticulars. He that makes no sach Hh ' 
flections on what he reads, only loads his mind - 
with a rhs^sody of tales fit in winter nights 
for the entertmment of others : and he that 
will improve every matter of fact into a maat* 
im, will ahound in contrary observations, that 
can be of no other use but to perplex and 
pudder him if he compares them ; or else to 
misguide him, if he gives himself up to Ihe 
authority of that, which for its novelty, i^r 
foijKSome other fancy, best pleases him. 

§ 14, jBias. 

« \ 

r 

Next to these, we may place those, who suffer 
their own natural tempers and passions they are 
possessed with to influence their judgments, es-^ 
pecially of men and things that may any way 
relate to their present circumstances aiid in-' 
terest. Truth is all simple, all pure, will bear 
no mixture of any thing else with it. It is 
rigid and inflexible to any bye interests ; and 
so should the understanding be, whose use and 
excellency lies in conforming itself to it. To 
think of every thing just as it is in itself, is 
the proper business of the understanding, 
though it be not that which men always em- 
ploy it to. This all men, at first hearing, al- 
low is the right use«very one should mttke of 
his understanding. Nobody will be at sudiaii 
open defiance with common sense^ ;as to pro 
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SmB thftt we HhoiM not endearour to know, 
•nd think of things as thej are in themselves, 
and yet there is nothing more frequent than 
to do the contrary ; and men are apt to ex- 
cuse themselves, and think they have reason to 
do 80, if th^ have hut a pretence that it is 
for God, or a good cibse ; that is, in effect for 
themselves, their own persuasion or parfy ; for 
to those in their turns the several sects of men 
especially in matters of religion, entitle God 
and a good cause. But God requires not men 
to wrong or misuse their faculties for him, nor 
to lie to others or themselves for his sake : 
which they purposely do, who will not suffer 
tiieir understandings to have right conceptions 
of the things proposed to th^m, and design- 
edly restrain themselves from having just 
thoughts of ev^y thing, as far as they are 
concerned to mquire. And as for a good 
cause, that needs not such ill helps ^ if it he 
good, truth will support it;^ and it has no need 
of fidlacy or falsenood. 

^ 15. Arguments, 

Vert much of kin to this is the hunting after 
in;giiiiNm<i to make good one side of a ques- 
tion, and wholly to neglect and refuse tiiose 
which favour the other side. What is this 
but wilfully to misguide the understanding, 
and is so far from giving truth its due value,. 
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ihat it whollj debases it : espoose opimons 
that best comport with their power, profit, or 
credit, and then seek ar^ments to support 
them ? Truth lit upon this waj is of no 
more avail to us than error ; for what is so ts^ 
ken up bj us may be false as well as true, and 
he has not done his dutjl who has thus stum- 
bled upon truth in his way to preferment. 

There is another but more innocent way of 
collecting arguments, very familiar among 
bookish men, which is to furnish themselves 
with the arguments they meet with pro and 
con in the questions they study. This helps 
them not to judge right, nor argue strongly, 
but only to ' talk copiously on either side, 
without being steady and settled in their own 
jitdgments : for such arguments gathered from 
other men's thopghts, floating only in the me- 
mory, are there ready indee*to supply copir 
ous talk with some appearand of reason, but 
are far from helping us to judge right Suck 
variety of arguments only distract the under- 
standing that relies on them, unkfs it has gone 
farther than such a superficial way of examin- 
ing : this is to quit tnith for appearance, only 
to serve our vanity. |^.*The sure and only way 
to get true knowledgiET, is to form in our minds 
clear settled notions of things, with names an- 
nexed to those determined ideas. These .we 
are to consider, with their several relations 
knd habitudes^ and not amuse ourselves witli' 



OF THE UNDERSTAND ma Si 

floating names, and words of indetehnined 
fiignificatibn, which we can use in several 
senses to serve a turn. It is in the perception 
of the habitudes and respects our ideas have 
one to another, that real knowledge consists ; 
and when a man once perceives how far they 
agree or disagree one with another, he will be 
able to judge of what other people say, and 
will not need to be led by the arguments of 
others, which are many of them nothing but 
plausible sophistry. This will teach him to 
state the question right, and see whereon it 
turns ; and thus he will stand upon his own 
legs, and know by bis own understanding, 
whereas by collecting and learning arguments 
by heart, he v/ill be but a retainer to others ; 
and when any one questions the foundations 
they are built^upon, he will be at a nonplus, 
and be fain to give up his implicit knowledge. 

§ 16. Haste. 

Labour for laboiuvsake is against nature. 
Tlie und^^tanding, as well as all the other 
faculties, chooses always the shortest way to 
its end, would presently obtain the knowledge 
it is about, and then set upon some new in- 
quiry. But this, whether laziness or haste, 
often misleads it, and makes it content itself 
with improper ways of search, and such as 
will not serve the turn : sometimes it r'^^ta 
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upon testuDony, when testimony of right has 
nothing to do, because it is easier to oelieve 
than to be scientifically instructed: sometimes 
it contents itself with one argument, and rests 
satisfied with that, as it were a demonstra- 
tion ; whereas the thing xmder pi^opf is not 
capable of demonstration, and therefore must 
be submitted to the trial of probabilities, and 
all the material arguments pro and con be ex- 
amined and brought to a balance. In some 
cases the mind is determined by probable 
topics in inquiries, where demonstration may 
be had. AH these and several others, which 
laziness, impatience, custom, and want of use. 
and attention lead men into, are misap^jca::^- 
tions of the understanding in the searcnpf 
truth. In every question the nature and mwr 
ner of the proof it is capable o^ should be con- 
sidered, to make our inquiry such as it should 
be. This would save a great deal of frequent- 
ly misemployed pains, and lead us sooner to 
tiiat discovery and possession of truth we are 
capa!)le of. The multiplying variety of ar- 
guments, especially frivolous ones, such as are 
^}^ *^ftt nr^ T^fir^'lY verbal^ is not ocj y lost la* 
hour, but cumbers the memory io no pur- 
pose, and serves only to hinder it from siez- 
mg and holding of the truth in all those cas^ 
which are capable of demons^fion. In such 
a way of proof the truth and certainty is semi| 
and the minC fully possesses itii^ of it ; 
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when in the other waj of assent it onlj 
hovers about it, is amused with uncertainties. 
In this superficial way, indeed, the mind is 
capable of more variety of plausible talk^ 
but is not enlarged, as it should be, in its 
knowled^. It IS to this same haste and im- 
patience of the mind also, that a not due 
tracing of the arguments to their true foun* 
dation is owing ; men see a little, presume a 
great deal, and so jump to the cdnclusion. 
This is a short waj to fancy and conceit, and 
(if firmly embraced) to opinionatij, but is 
certainly the farthest way about to knowl- 
edge. For he that will know, muak by the 
connexion of the proofs see the , tntth, stnd 
the ground it stands on ; and therefor^ jf 
he has for haste skipped over what he should 
have examined, he must begin and go over 
all again, or else he will never come to knowl- 
edge. 

§ 17. DesuUary. 

Another fault of as ill consequence as this, 
which proceeds also from laziness, with a 
mixture of vanity, is the skipping from one 
sort of knowledge to another. Some men's 
tempers are quickly weary of any one thing. 
Constancy and assiduity is what they cannot 
bear : the same study long continued in is as 
intolerable to them as the appearing long in 

f2 
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the simie clothes, or fashion, is to^ oouri^ 
lady. 

§ 18. Smattering. 

Othebs, that they may seem universally 
knowing, get a little smattering in every 
thing. BoUi these may fill their heads wita 
superficial notions of things, hut are very 
much out of the way of attaining truth or 
knowledge, 

^19. UmversiMif, 

I DO n,pt here speak against the taking a taste 
«f efi^ sort of knowledge ; it is certainly 
veryJt(s^ful and necessary to form the mind ; 
but d^ it must he done in a different way, 
and to a different end. Not for talk and 
vanity to fill the head with shreds of ail kinds, 
that he who is possessed of such a frippery 
may be able to match the discourses of all 
he shall meet with, as if nothing could come 
apiiss to him ; and his hefuL was so well 
stored a maga;^ine, that nothing could be prio*' 
posed which he was pot master of, and wa^ 
readily furnished to entertain any one.— 
This is an excellency, indeed, and a great 
tme toQ, tQ have a real and true knowledge la 
all, or most ^ i}\e objecis of contemplatios* 
But it is what the mind of ^e and tbe samt 
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laan can hardly attain nnto ; and the instaa* , 
ces are so few of those who have, in any 
measure, approached towards it, that I know 
not whether they are ta he proposed as ex- 
amples in the ordinary conduct oi the under- 
standing. For a man to understand fully the 
business of hb particular calling in the' com- 
monwealth, and of religion, which is his call- 
ing as he is a man in the world, is usually 
enough to take up his whole time ; and there 
are few that inform themselves in these, 
which \i every man's proper and peculiar 
Ixosiness, so to the bottom as they should do. 
But though this be so, and there are very 
few men that extend their thoughts towai^i 
universal knowledge ; yet Ldo not doubt, but 
af the right way were taken, and the methods 
e£ inquiry were ordered as they should be, 
men of little business and great leisure might 

So a great deal farther in it than is usually 
one. To return to the business in hand; tha 
end and use of a little insight in those parts 
of knowledge, which are not a man's poper 
business, is to, accustom our minds to all sorts 
of ideas, and the proper ways of examining 
their habitudes and relations. This gives 
the mind a freedom, and the exercising the. 
imderstanding in the several ways of inquiry 
and reasoning, which the most skilful navie 
made use of, teaches the mind sagapity an^ 
wariness, and a suppleness to apply itself 



56 OF THE CONDUCT 

more closely and dexterously to the bents 
and turns of the matter in all its researches 
Besides, this universal taste of all the scien- 
ces, with an indifierency before the mind is 
possessed with any one< in particular, and 
grown into love and admiration of what is made 
its darling, will prevent another evil, very 
commonly to be observed in those who have 
from the beginning been seasoned only by 
one part of knowledge. Let a man be given 
up to the contemplation of one sort of knowl- 
edge, and that will become every thing. The 
mind will take such a tincture from a famili- 
arity with that object, that every thing else, 
how remote soever, will be brought under 
the same view. A metaphysician will bring 
. ploughing and gardening immediately to ab- 
stract notions : the history of nature shall 
signify nothing to him. An alchymist, on 
the contrary, shjdl reduce divinity to the 
maxims of his laboratory ; explain morality 
by sal, sulphur, and mercury ;' and allegorize 
the Scripture itself, and the sacred mysteries 
thereof, into the philosopher's stone. And I 
heard once a man, who had a more than 
ordinary excellency in music, seriously ac- 
commodate Mbsiss^s seven days of the first 
week to the notes of music, as if from thence 
had been taken the measure and method of 
the creation. It is of no small coni^equence 
to keep the mind from such a poissession^ 
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which I think is best done by giving it a fair 
and equal view of the wnoTe intellectual 
worid, wherein it may see the order, rank, 
and beauty of the whole, and give a just 
allowance to the distinct provinces of the 
several sciences in the due order and usefub- 
ness of each of them. 

If this he that which old men will not think 
necessary, nor be easily brought to ; it is fit, 
at least, that it should be practised in the 
breeding of the young. The business of 
education, as I have already observed, is not, 
as I think, to make them perfect in any one \ 
of the sciences, but so to open and dispose 
their minds, as may best make them capable 
of any, when they shall apply themselves to 
it. If men are, for a long time, accustomed ^ 
only to one sort or method of thoughts, their . 
nunds grow stiff in it, and do not readily turn * 
to another. It is, therefore, to give theni | 
this freedom, that I think they should be 
made to look into all sorts of knowledge, and 
exercise their understandings in so wide a 
variety and stock of knowledge. But I do 
not propose it as a variety and stock of knowl- \ 
edge, but a variety and freedom of think- / 
ing, as an increase of the powers and activi*^ 
tj of the mind| not as an ^largement of iti 
possessions. 
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^20. Reading. 

This is that \7hicb I think great readers are 
apt to be mistaken in. Those who have read 
01 everj thing, are thought to understand 
every thing too ; but it is not always so. 
Reading furnishes' the mind only with materi- 
als of laiowledge ; it is thinking makes wh&t 
we read ours. We are of tiie .^ ruminating 
kind, and it is not enough to cram ourselves 
with a great load of collections, unless we 
chew them over again, they will not give us 
strength and nourishment. There are^ in- 
deed, in some writers visible instances of deep 
thoughts, close and acute reasoning, and ideas 
well pursued. The light these would give 
would be of great use, if their reader would 
observe and imitate them ; all the rest at 
best are but particulars fit to be turned into 
knowledge ; but that can be done only by 
our own meditation, and examining the reach, 
force, and coherence of what is said ; and 
then, as far as we apprehend and see the 
connexion of ideas, so far it is ours ; without 
that, it is but so much loose matter floating 
in our brain. The memory may be stored, 
but the judgment is little better, and the 
stock of knowledge not increased, by being 
able to repeat what others have said, or pro- 
duce the arguments we have foxmd in them 
Such a knowledge as this is but knowledge by 
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hearsaj, and the osteDtation of it is at best 
but talking by rote, and very often upon 
weak and ^rong principles. For all that is to 
be found in books im not built upon true foun-^ 
dations, nor always rightly deduced from thd 
principles it is pretended to be built on. Such 
an examen as is requisite to discover that, 
every reader's niind is not forward to make ; 
especially in those who have given themselves 
up to a party, and only hunt for what they 
can scrape together, that may favour and 
support the tenets of it. Such men wilfully 
exclude themselves from truth, and from all 
true benefit to be received by reading. Others 
of more indifferency often want attention and 
industry. The miud is backward in itself to 
be at tne pains to trace every argument to its 
original, and to see upon what basis it stands, 
and how firmly ; but yet it is this that give» 
so much the advantage to one man more 
than another in reading. The, mind should by 
severe rules be tied down to this, at first, un- 
easy task ; use and exercise will give it facili* 
ty. So that those who are accustomed to it 
readily, as it were with one cast of the eye, 
take a view of the argument, and presentiy^ 
in most cases, see where it bottoms. Those 
who have got this faculty, one may say, have 
got the tnie key of books, and the clue to 
lead them through the mizmaze of variety 
of opinions and authors to truth and certain* 
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tjT. This younf beginners should be entered 
in, and showeci the use of, that they may 
pToGt, by their reading. Those who are stran- 
gers to it will be apt to think it too n*eat a 
clog in the way of men's studies, and thej 
will suspect they shall make but small pro- 
gress, if, in Hie books they read, they miurt 
stand to examine and unravel every argument, 
and follow it step by step up to its onginal. 

I answer, this is a good objection, and 
ought to weigh with those whose reading is 
designed for much talk and little knowle^e, 
and I have nothing to say to it. But I am 
here inquiring into the conduct of the under- 
standing in its progress towards knowledge ; 
and to tiiose who aim at that, I may say, that 
he who fair and softly goes steadily forward 
in a course that points right, will sooner be at 
his journey's end, than he that runs afteir 
every one he meets, though he gallop all day 
fullHspeed. 

To which let me add, that this way of 
thinking on, and profiting by, what we read, . 
will be a clog ana rub to any one only in I 
the beginning : when custom and exercise 
have Wade it familiar, it will be despatched, 
on most occasions, without resting or inter- 
ruption in the course of our reading. Tlie 
motions and v$ews of a mind exercised that 
way are wonderfully quick ; and a man used 
to such Sort of refle6tions see a» much at 
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pn€ glbnpse as wouM require a long di^cowne 
to lay before aiiother, and make out in an eiH 
tii^ and gradual deduction. Besides, that 
when the first difficulties are over, the delight 
and sensible advanta^ it brings, mightU/ en- 
couraged and enlivens the mind in leadings 
which without this is very impropenff called 
study. 

§£1. LdermedMie priwsiplea. 

As an he^ to this, I think k may be proposed^ 
that, for the saving the long progression of 
the thoughts to remotr and first principles in 
©very case, the mind" should provide its sever- 
al stages ; that is^o say^ intermediate princi- 
ples, which it plight have recourse to in the 
examining those positions that come in its 
way. These, though they are not self-evi- 
dent principles, jet if they have been made 
out from them by a wary and unquestionable 
deduction, may be depended on as certain 
and infallible truths, and serve as unquestion- 
able truths to prove other points depending on 
them by a nearer and shorter view than re- 
mote and general maxims. These may serve 
as land-marks to show what lies in the direct 
way of truth, or is quite besides it. And thus 
matiiematicians do, who do not^ in every new 
problem run it back to .the first axioms, 
through all the whple train of intermediate 



6S OF THE CONDUCT 

propositions. Certain theorems, that they 
nave settled to themselves upon sure demon* 
stration, serve to resolve to them mtdtitudkes 
of propositions which depend on them, and 
are a& firmly mdde out from thence, as if the 
mind w^t afresh over every link of the whole 
chain tha^ ties them to first self-^evident prin* 
ciples. Ohly in other sciences great care Is 
to be taken ^at they establish those interme- 
diate principle& with as much caution, exact- 
ness, and indiffer^ncy, as mathematicians use 
in the settling any of their great theorerasr 
When this is not don%^ but men take up the 
principles in this or thsct science upon credit, 
inclination, interest, &c. k haste, without due 
examination, and most unqtk^stionable prool^ 
they lay a trap for themselves^ i^nd as much as 
in tiiem lies- captivate their understandings to 
mistake, falsehood, and error. 

As there is a partiality to opinions, which^ as 
we have dready observed, is apt to rafislead 
the understanding ; so there is often a partial- 
ity to studies, which is prejudicial also to 
knowledge and improvement. Those sciences, 
which men are particuiariy versed in, they asre 
apt to value and extoS, as if that part of Imow- 
l^e, wluch eveii^ one has acquainted hifa- 
am with, i^ete that alone which was worth 
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fte haTing, and all the rest were idle, aai 
em^iy amusements^ comparatiyelj of no use 
or importance. This is the effect of ignorance 
and not knowledge, the being vainly puffed up 
with a. flatulencj) arising from a weak and 
narrow comprehension. It is not amiss that 
every one should relish the science that he has 
made his pecJiar study : a view of its beau- 
ties, and a sense of its usefulness, carries a 
man on with the more delight and warmth in 
tiie pursuit and improvement of it. But the 
contempt of all other knowledge, as if it were 
nothing in comparison of law or physic, of as- 
tronomy or chemistry, or perhaps some yet 
meaner part of knowledge, wherein I hi^e 
;ot some smattering, or am somewhat advan- 
ed, is not only the mark of a vain or little 
mind ; but does this prejudice in the conduct 
of the understanding, that it coops it up with- 
in narrow bounds, and hinders it from looking 
abroad into other provinces of the intellectu- 
al world, more beautiful possibly, and more 
fruitful tiian that which it had till tiien labour- 
ed in ; wherein it might find, besides new 
knowledge, ways or hints whereby it might be 
enabled the better to cultivate its own. 

§23. Theology. 

There is indeed one science (as they are now 
distinguished) incon^^arably above all the rest^ 
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wiiere ii is not bj cormption nanfow«d into a 
trade of faction^ for mean or ill ends, and 
secular interests ; I mean theology, which, 
containing the knowledge of God and his 
creatures, our duty to him and our fellow- 
creatures and a view of our present and fu- 
ture state, is the comprehension of all other 
knowledge directed to its true end ; i. e. ihe 
ho;nour and veneration of the Creator, and 
the happiness of mankind. This is that noble 
study vmich is every man^s duty, imd every 
one that can be called a rational creature is 
capable of. The works of nature, and the 
words of revelation, display it to mankind in 
characters so large and visible, that those who 
are not quite blind may in them read, and se^ 
the first principles and most necessary parts 
of it ; and from thence, as they have time 
and industry, may be enabled to go on to the 
more abstruse parts of it, and penetrate into 
those infinite depths filled with the treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge. This is that sci- 
ence which would truly enlarge men's minds, 
were it studied, or permitted to be studied ev- 
ery where, with that freedom, love of truth . 
and charity which it teaches, and were not 
made, contrary to its nature, the occasion of 
strife, faction, malignity, and narrow imposi- 
tions. I shall say no more here of this, but 
that it is undoubtedly a wrong use of my un- 
dentanding, to make it the rule and measure 
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of another man's ;*^iise wMeh it is neither 
fit for, nor capable of. * 

i 24. Pariudity. • 

This partiality, where it is not p^ffiltted an 
authority to render all other studies insignifi- 
cant or contemptible, is often indulged so far 
as to be lelied upon, and made use of in other 
parts of knowledge, to which it does not at all 
belong,, and wherewith it has no manner of 
affinity. Some men hare so used their head^ 
to mathematical figures, that, giving a prefer- 
ence to the methods of that science, they in- 
troduce lines and diagrams into their study of 
divinity, or politic inquiries, as if nothing 
could be^known without them ; and others, 
accustomed to retired speculations, ruA natu- 
ral philosophy into metaphysical notions, anu 
the abstract generalities of logic / and bov 
often may one meet with religiop'and morali- 
ty treated of in the terms of the lalwratory. 
and thought to be improved Ay tkte methods 
and notions of chemistry ? But^e, that will 
take care of the eonduct^of Ks understand- 
ing to direct it right i6 ihtf knowledge of 
things, must avoid tno$6 un^^ie mixtures, and 
not by a fondness for 'What he has found useful 
and necessary in <me, transfer it 4o another 
science, where it iserv^s only to perj^ex and 
confound the wtderstanding. It is a certaiii 
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truth) that rtM nol^F^Ml^mdgnMi^^ ; it b 
no less certain res mlimi male tatelligi, Thiog9» 
themselves are to be considered as they are 
in themselves, and then they will show as in 
what way they are to he understood. For to 
have right conceptions about them, we n^ust 
bring our understandings to the inflexible na- 
tures, and unalterable relations of things, and 
not endeavour to bring things to any precon- 
ceived notions of our own. 

There is another partiality very commonly 
o\^servable in men of study, no less prejudi- 
cial^ nor ridiculous than the former ; and that 
is a^tastical and wild-attributing all know- 
ledge V> the ancients alone, or to the modems 
This raxing upon antiquity in matter of poe-. 
try, Horace has wittily described and exposed 
in one of his satires. The same sort of mad- 
ness may be found in reference to all the 
other sciences. Some will not admit an opin- 
ion not authorised by men of old, who were 
then all ^ants in knowledge. Nothing is to 
be put into the beasury of truth or knowledge, 
which has not the stamp of Greece or Rome 
tqwn it ; and, wnce their days, will scarce al- 
low that men have been able to see, think, or 
write. Others, with a }ike extravagancy, 
contemn all that the ancWts have left us, and 
^ being take^ with the modem inventions and 
" discoveries, lay by all that went before, aslf 
wlMttever is called old must have the decay of 
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tfane upon it, and Hruth too were liable to 
mould and rottenness. Men, I think, have 
licen nrmch thft sa me for MflffSnSnSBwgyy^^ 
in all times. T ashion, aisCBBHftr^d educa- 
Viiy nave pui eminent differences in the ages 
of several countries, and made one generation 
much differ from another in arts and sciences: 
but truth is always the same ; time alters it 
not, nor is it the better or worse for beinf of 
ancient or modem tradition. Manj were 
eminent in former ages of the world for their 
discovery and delivery of it ; but though the 
knowledge they have left us be worm our 
study, yet tiiey exhausted not all its treasure; ' , 
they left a great deal for the industry and 
sagacity of sSlei^-ages, and so shall we. That 
was once new to them which any one now 
receives with veneration for its antiquity, nor 
was it the worse for appearing as a novelty ; 
and that which is now embraced for its new^ 
ness will to posterity be old, but not thereby 
be less true or less genuine. There is no occa- 
sion, on this account, to oppose the ancients 
and the modems to one another, or to be 
squeamish on either side. He that wisely \ 
conducts his mind in the pursuit of knowledge \ 
will gather what lights, and get what helps he \ 
can, from either of them, from whom they are I 
best to be had, without adoring the errors, or / 
rejecting the trtrtiis^ which he may find toingzy 
led in them 
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Another partiality maj be observed, in some 
to vulgar, in others to heterodox tenets: some 
are apt to conclude that what is the common 
opinion cannot but be true ; so many men's 
eyes they think cannot but see right ; so 
many men's \mderstandings of all sorts can- 
not be deceived ; and, therefore, will net ven- 
ture te look beyond the received notions of 
the j)lace and age, nor have so presumptuous 
a thought as to be wiser than thetr neighbours. 
They are content to go with the crowd, and 
so go easily, which they think is going right, 
or at least serves them as well. But, however 
'vox papuli vox Dei has prevailed as a maxim, 
yet I do not remember where ever God de- 
Uvered his oracles by the multitude, or nature 
truths by the herd. On the other side, some 
fly all common opinions as either false or 
frivolous. The title of many-headed beast is 
a sufficient reason to them to conclude that 
no truths of weight or consequence can be 
lodged there. Vulgar opinions are suited to 
vulgar capacities, and adapted to the ends of 
those that govern. He that will know the 
truth of things must leave the common and 
beaten track, which none but weak and ser- 
vile minds are satisfied to trudge along con^ 
tinually in. Such nice palates relish nothing 
but strange notions quite out of the way: 
whatever is commonly received, has the mms 
t^the beast on it ; and they think it a lessen- 
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lag to. ihem to hearken to it, or receive it ; 
their mind runs only after paradoxes ; tiiese 
they seek, these they embrace, these alone 
they vent ; and so, as they think, disting^tiish 
themselves from the vulgar. But common or 
uncommon are not the marks to distinguish 
truth or falsehood, and therefore should not 
be any bias to us iu' our inquiries. We should 
not judge of things by men's opinions, but of 
opinions by things. The multitude reason 
but ill, and there&re may be well suspected, 
and cannot be relied- on, nor should be follow- 
ed as a sure guide ; but philosophera, who 
have quitted the orthodoxy of the community, 
and the popular doctrines of their countries, 
have fallen into as extravagant and as absurd 
opinions as ever common reception counten- 
anced. It would be madness to refuse to 
breathe the common air, or quench one's 
thirst with water, because the rabble use them 
to these purposes : and if there are conven* 
iences of life which common use reaches not, 
it is not reason to reject them because they 
are not grown into the ordinary fashion of the 
country, and' every villager doth not know 

them. 

Truth, whether in or out of fashion, is the 
measure of knowledge, and the business of 
the understanding ; whatsoever is besides 
thaty however auutonzed by consent, or re^ 
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commended by rarity, is noihing but igiUH 
nmce, or something worse. 

Another sort of partiality there is, whereby 
•men impose upon themselves^ and by it make 
their reading little useful to themselTes : I 
mean the making use of the opinions of wri- 
ters, and laying stress upon their authorities, 
wherever they find them to favour their own 
opinions. 

There is nothing almost has done more 
harm to men dedicated to letters than giving 
the name of study to reading, and making a 
man of great reading to be the same with a 
man of great knowledge, or at least to be 
a title of honour. All that can be recorded 
in writing are only facts or reasonings; Facts 
are of three sorts ; 

1. Merely of natural agenti, observable in 
the ordinary operations • of bodies one upon 
another, whether in the visible course of 
things left to themselves, or in experiments 
made by men, applying agents and patients 
to one another, after a peculiar and artificial 
manner. 

2. Of voluntary agents, more especially 
the actions of men in society, which makes 
civfl and moral history. 

3. Of opinioi)s. 

In these three consists, as it seems to me, 
that which commonly has the name of learn- 
ing ; to which perhaps some may add a dit» 
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tinct head of critical writings, which indeed 
at bottom is nothing but matter of fact ; and 
resolves itself into this, that such a man, or 
set of men, used such a word, or phrase, in 
such a sense i, <. that they made such sounds 
the^marks of such ideas. 

Under reasonings I comprehend all the disc 
eoreries of ffeneral truths made by human 
reason, whether found by intuition, demon* 
stration or probable deductions. And this is 
that which is, if not alone knowledge, (be- 
cause the truth or probabiUtj of particular 
propositions may be known too) yet is, as 
may be supposed, most properly, the busi- 
ness of those who pretend to improve their 
understaiidings, and make themselves know- 
ing by reading. 

Books and reading are looked upon to be. 
the great helps of the miderstanding, and in-\ 
struments of knowledge, as it must be allowed I 
tiiat they are ; and yet I beg leave to ques^j 
lion whether these 60 not prove a hinderancer 
to many, and keep several bookish men froi£ 
attaining to solid and true knowledge. This, I 
think, I may be permitted to say, that there is 
no part wherein the understanding needs a more 
careful and wary conduct than in the use of 
books J without which they will prove rather 
innocent amusements than profitid»le employ* 
meuts of our time, and brmg \mi small m 
ditions to our knowledge. 
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There is not seldom to be found, feveift 
ftmong those who aim at knowledge, who with 
an unwearied industry employ their whole time 
in books, who scarce allow themselves time to 
eat or sleep, but read, and read, and read on, 
yet make no great advances in real knowl«- 
edge, though there be no defect in (heir 
intellectual fibculties, to which their little pro^ 
gross can be imputed. The mistake here is*^ 
that it is usually supposed that by reading, the 
author^s knowledge is transfused into the 
readers's understanding ; and so it is, but not 
by bare reading, but by reading and under* 
standing what he writ. Whereby I mean, 
not barely comprehending what is affirmed or 
denied in each proposition (though that great 
readers do not always think themselves con- 
cerned precisely to do,) but to see and follow 
the train of reasonings, observe the strcLgth 
and clearness of their connexion, and examine 
upon what they bottom. Without this a man 
may read the discourses of a very rational 
author, writ in a language, and in propositions^ 
that he very well understands, and jet ac- 
quire not one jot of his knowledge ; which 
consisting only in the perceived, certain, or 
probable connexioii of the ideas made use of 
in his reasonings, the reader's knowledge i* 
no farther increased than he perceives uiat ; 
00 much as he sees of this connexioBi so mucli 
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IM knowa of the troth or probability of that 
author's opinions. 

AU that he relies on without this perception, 
hQ takes upon trust upon the author's credit, 
without anj knowledge of it at all. This 
makes me not at all wonder to see some men 
ao 9t>ound is citations, and build so much upon 
authorities, it b(ein^ the sole foundation on 
which they bottom most of their own tenets ; 
so that, in effect, they have but a second-* 
band, or implicit knowledge, i. e. are in the 
right if such an one, from whom they bprrow- 
ed it, were in the right in that opinion which 
they took from him ; which indeed is no know* 
ledge at all. Writers of this or former ages may 
be good w^itnesses of matters of fact which they 
deliver, which we may do well to take upon 
their authority ; but their credit can go no 
farther than this, it cannot at all afiect the 
tiruth and falsehood of opinions, which have 
no other sort of trial but reason and proof, 
which they themselves made use of to make 
themselves knowing, ond so ^ must others too 
that will partake in their knowledge. Indeed 
it is an advantage that they have been at the 
pains to find out the proofs, and lay them in 
that <)rder that may show the truth or proba* 
bility of their conclusions ; and for this we 
owe them great acknowledgements for saving 
us the pains in searching those proofs which 
they have collected for us, and which possi- 

H 
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bljy after all our pains, we might not have 
found, nor been able to have set them in sa 
good a light as that which they left them us 
in, — ^Uppn this account we are mightily be-« 
holden to judicious writers of all ages, for 
those discoveries and discourses they have left 
behind them for our instruction, if we know how 
to make a right use of them ; which is not to 
run them over in a hasty perusal, and perhaps 
lodge their opinions, or some remarkable pas- 
sages in our memories ; but to enter into their 
reasonings, examine their proofs, and then 
judge of the truth or falsehood, probability or 
improbability of what they advance ; not by 
any opinion we have entertained of the au- 
thor, but by the evidence he produces, and 
the conviction he affords us, drawn from things 
tnemselves. Knowing is seeing, and if it be 
80, it is madness to persuade ourselves that we 
do so by another man's eyes, let him use ever 
so many words to tell us, that what he asserts 
is very visible. Till we ourselves see it with 
our own eyes, and perdeive it by our own un- 
derstandings, we are as much in the dark, and 
as void of knowledge as before^ let us believe 
any learned author as much as we will. 

Euclid and Archimedes are allowed to be 
knowing, and to have demonstrated what they 
say ; and yet whoever shall read over their 
vmtings without perceiving the connexion of 
their proofs^ and seeii^ what they show^ though 
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he may understand all their words, yet he is 
not the more knowing: he may believe in- 
deed, but does not know what they say^ and 
so is not advanced one iot in mathematical 
knowledge by all his reading of those approv- 
ed mathematicians. 



$25. Hade. 

The eagerness and strong bent of the mind af- 
ter knowledge, if not warily regulated, is of- 
ten an hin(&ance to it. It stiU presses into 
farther discoveries and new objects, and catch- 
es at the variety of knowledge, and therefore 
often stays not long enough on what is before 
it, to look into it as it should, for haste to pur- 
sue what IS yet out of sight. He that rides 
post through a country, may be able, from the 
transient view, to tell how in general the parts 
lie, and may be able to give some loose de- 
scription of here a mountain, and there a 
plain, here a morass, ikd there a river ; wood- 
land in one part, and savannahs in another. 
Such superficial ideas and observations as 
these he may collect h galloping over it : but 
the more useful obs|^rvations of the soil, 
plants, animals, spid inhabitants, with their 
several sorts and properties, miuyt necessarily 
escape him ; and it is seldom men ever dis- 
cover tlie rich mines, without some digging. 
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Natate commonlj lodges her treasures smd 
jewels in rocky ground. If the matter b^ 
knotty, and the sense lies deep, the mind must 
stop and buckle to it, and stick upon it with 
labour and thought, and close contemplation^ 
and not leave it till it has mastered the difil- 
culty, and got possession of truth. But here 
care must be taken to avoid the other extreme: 
a man must not stick at every useless nicety, 
and expect mysteries of science in every tri- 
vial question or scruple that he may raise. 
He that will stand'to pick up and examine ev-» 
ery pebble that comes in his way, is as unlike- 
ly to return enriched and laden with jewels, as 
the other that travelled full speed. Trnths 
are not the better nor the worse for their ob- 
viousness or difficulty, but their value is to be 
measured by their usefulness and tendency. 
Insignificant observations should not take up 
any of our minutes, and those that enlarge our* 
view, and give light towards farther and use- 
ful discoveries, should not be neglected, though 
they stop our course, aiM spend some of our 
time in a fixed attention 

There is another haste that does often^ and 
will mislead the mind if it be left to itself and 
its own conduct. The understanding is natu- 
rally forward, not only to learn its fciowledge 
by variety (which makes it skip over one to 
get speedily to another part of knowledge) 
but also eager to enlarge its views, by rannin|[ 
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too fast into general observations and conclu- 
sions, without a due examination of particu- 
lars enough whereon to found those general 
axioms. This seems to enlarge their stock, 
but it is of fancies, not realities ; such the- 
ories built upon narrow foundations stand but 
weakly, and, if thej fall not of themselves^ 
are at least verj hardly to be supported 
against the assaults of opposition. — ^And thus 
men being too hasty to erect to themselves 
general notions and ill-grounded theories, find 
themselves deceived in fheir stock of know- 
ledge, when they come to examine their hastily 
assumed maxims themselves,or to have thentet- 
tacked by others. General observations drawn 
from particulars, are the jewels of knowledge, 
comprehending great store m a little room ; 
but they are therefore to be made with the 
greater care and caution, lest if we take coun- 
terfeit for true, our loss and shame be the 
greater when our stock comes to a severe 
scrutiny. One or two particulars may suggest 
hints of inquiry, and they do well to take 
those hints ; but if they tiUTi them into con- 
clusions, and make them presently general 
rules^ they are forward indeed, but it is only 
to impose on themselves by propositions as- 
sumed for truths without sumcient warrant 
To make such observations, is, as has been 
already remarked, to make the head a maga- 
sdne of materials, which can hardly oe called 
h2 
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knowledge, or at least it is but like a colleo* 
tion of lumber not reduced to use or order ; 
and he that makes every thing an observation^ 
has the same useless plenty, and much more 
falsehood mixed with it. The extremes on 
both sides are to be avoided, and he will be 
able it) give the best account of his studies 
who keeps his understanding in the right mean 
between them. - 

§S6. Anikipaium, 

Whether it be a love of that which brings the 

first light and information to their minds, and 

want of vigour and industry to inquire ; or else 

that men content themselves with any appear* 

ance of knowledge, right or wrong ; which| 

when they have once got, they will hold fast : 

this is visible, that many men give themselves 

up to the first anticipations of their minds, and 

are very tenacious of the opinions that first 

possess them ; they are often as fond of their 

first conceptions as of their first bom, and will 

by no means recede from the judgment ther 

have once made, or any conjecture or conceit 

which they have once entertained. This is a 

fault in the conduct of the understanding, since 

this firmness, or rather stiffness of the mind, 

is not from an adnerence to truth, but a sub* 

mission to preiudice. It is an unreasonable 

homage paid to prepossession^ whereby we 
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■how a reverence not to (what we pretend to 
seek) truth, but what by hap-hazard we chance 
to light on, be it what it will. This is visibly 
a preposterous use of our faculties, and is a 
downright prostituting of the mind to resigp it 
thus, and put it under the power of the first 
comer. This can never be allowed, or ought 
to be followed as a ri^ht way to knowledge^ 
till the understanding (whose business it is to 
conform itself to what it finds in the objects 
without) can by its own opinionatry change 
that, and make* the unalterable.nature of things 
eomply with its ewn hasty determinations^ 
whidi will never be. Whatever we fancy, 
tilings keep their course ^ and the habitudes^ 
correspondences, and relations, keep the same 
to one another. 

^ 27. Resignation. 

CoKtRART to these, but by a like dangerous 
excess on the other side, are those who always 
resign their judgment to the last man they 
beard or read. Truth never sinks into these 
men's minds,, nor gives any tincture to them, 
but cameleon-like, they take the colour of 
what is laid before them, and as soon lose and 
resign it to the next that happens to come in 
their way. The order wherein opinions are 
proposed or received by us, is no rule of their 
j:<ectitude, nor ou^ht to be a cause of their pre- 
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ference. First or lau^t in this case, is the ef- 
fect o^chance-and not the measure of truth 
or falsei^W^^^his every one must confess, 
and therefore should, in the pursuit of truth, 
keep his mind free from the influence of any 
such accidents. A man may as reasonably 
draw cuts for his tenets, regulate his persuasion 
the cast of a die, as take it up for its novelty, 
or retain it because it had his. first assent, and 
he was never of another mind. Well-weigh- 
ed reasons are to determine the judgment ; 
those the mind shouljd be always ready to 
hearken and submit to, and by their testimo^ 
ny and suffrage, entertain or reject any tenet 
indifferently, whether it be a perfect stranger, 
or an old acquaintance. ' 

^ 28. Practice* 

Though the faculties of the mind are improv- 
ed by exercise, yet they must not be put to a 
stress beyond their strength. Quid valeant 
humeri^ quid ferre reeuaerd, must be made the 
measure of every one's understanding who has 
a desire not only to perform well, but to keep 
up the vigour of his faculties, and not to baulk 
his understanding by what is too hard for it. 
The mind, by being engaged in a task beyond 
its strength, like the body, strained by lifting 
at a weight too heavy, has often its force 
broken, and thereby gets an unaptness or an 
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ttiii^on to any rigorous attempt ever after 
A sinew rtacked seldom recovers its former 
strength, or at least the tenderness of the 
sprain remains a good while after, and the 
memory of it longer, and leaves a lasting cau- 
tion in the man not to put the part quickly 
again to any robust employment. So it fares 
in the mind once jaded by an attempt above 
its power ; it either is disabled for the future^ 
or else checks at any vigorous undertaking 
ever after, at least is very hardly brought to 
exert its force again on any subject that re- 
quires thought and meditation. The under- 
standing should be brought to the difficult and 
knotty parts 6f knowledge, that try the 
strength of thought, and a full bent of the 
m'md by insensible degrees, and in such a 
gradual proceeding nothing is too hard for it. 
Nor let it be objected, that such a slow pro- 
gress will never reach the extent of some sci- 
ences. — It is not to be imagined how far con- 
stancy will carry a man ; however, it is better 
walking slowly in a rugged way, than to breal^ 
a leg and be a cripple. He that begins with 
the calf may carry the ox ; but he that will at 
first go to take up an ox, may so disable him- 
self, as not be able to lift up a calf after that. 
When the mind, by insensible degrees, has 
brought itself to attention and close thinking, 
it will be able to cope with difficulties, and 
master them without any prejudice to itself^ 
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and then it may go on roundly. Every al)- 
struse problem, every intricate question, will 
not bame, discourage, or break it. But 
though putting the mind, unprepared upon an 
unusual stress, that may discourage or damp 
it for the future, ought to be avoided ; yet 
this must not run it, by an over-great shyness 
of difficulties, into a lazy sauntering about or- 
dinary and obvious things, that demand no 
thought or application. This debases and en- 
ervates the understanding, makes it weak and 
unfit for labour. This is a sort of hovering 
about the surface of things, without any in- 
sight into them or penetration ; and when the 
mind has been once habituated to this laxy re- 
cumbency and satisfaction on the obvious sur- 
face of things, it is in danger to rest satisfied 
there, and go no deeper, since it cannot do it 
without pains and digging.. He that has for 
some time accustomed himself to take up with 
what easily offers itself Mi first view, has rea- 
son to fear he shall never' reconcile himself to 
the fatigue of turning and tumbling of things in 
his mind, to discover their more retired and 
more valuable secrets. 

It is not strange that methods of learning, 
which scholars have been accustomed to in 
their beginning and entrance upon the sci- 
ences, should influence them all their lives, 
and be settled in their minds by an over-ru- 
ling reverence^ especially if they be such as 
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uiUTeisal use has established. Learners must 
at first be believers, and their master's rules 
having been once made axioms to them, it is 
no wonder they should keep that dignity, and 
by the authority they have once got, mislead 
those who think it sufficient to excuse them, 
if they go out of their way in a well-beaten 
track. 

§29. Words. 

I HAVE copiously enough spoken of the {ibuse 
of words in another place, and therefore shall 
upon this reflection, that the sciences are full 
of them^ warn those that would conduct their 
understandings right not to take any term, 
howsoever authorized by the l^xguage of the 
schools, to stand for any thing till they have 
an idea of it. A word may be of frequent 
use, and great credit, with .several authors, 
and be by them made use of as if it stood 
for some real being ; but yet, if he tkH reads 
cannot frame any distinct idea of th^t being, 
it is certainly to him a mere empty &Qi;in<l 
without* a meaning; and he learns no more 
by all that is said of it, or attributed to it^ 
than if it were affirmed only of that bare 
empty sound. They who would advance in 
knowledge, and not deceive and swell them- 
selves with a little articulated air, should lay 
down this as a fundamental rule, not to take 



$4 or THE CONDUCT 

(words for things, nor suppose that aames ii| 
^ books signify real entities in nature, till tbejr 
can frame dear and dijtinct id^as of those en^ 
tities. It will not perhaps be allowed, if I 
should set do^Tn ** substantial forms" and " in^- 
'tentional species," as such that may justly bot 
suspected to be of this kind of ini^igpiificant 
terms : but this I am sure, to one tiiat caa 
form no determined ideas of what they stand 
for, they signify nothing at all ; and all that 
he thinks he knows about them is to him so 
much knowledge about nothing, and amounts 
at most but to a learned ignorance. It ia 
not without all reason supposed that there are 
many such empty terms to be found in some 
learned writers, to which they had recourse 
to etch out their systems, where their under- 
standings could jiot furnish them with concep- 
tions from things. But yet I believe the sup- 
posing of some realities in nature, answering 
those and the like words, have much perplex^ 
ed some, and quite misled others in the study 
of nature. That which in any discourse sig 
nifies, " I know not what," should be consi- 
dered " I know not when." Where men 
have any conceptions, they can, if they are 
ever so abstruse or abstracted, explain theiUy 
and the terms they use for them. For our 
conceptions being nothing but ideas, which, 
are all made up of simple ones, if they can- 
not give us the ideas their words stand for^ it 
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is plidn &BJ have none, i To wfast parposecan 
it oe to hunt after his conceptions who has 
none, or none distinct ? He that knew not 
what he himself meant hy a learned term 
cannot make us know any thin^^ hy his use of 
it, let us heat our hesids ahout it ever so 
lon^. Whether we are ahle to comprehend 
all the operations of nature, and the manners 
of them, it matters not to inquire ; hut this is 
certain, that we can comprehend no more of 
them than we can distinctly conceive ; and 
therefore to ohtrude terms where we have 
no distinct conceptions, as if they did con- 
tain or rather conceal something, is hut an 
artifice of learned vanity to cover a defect in 
a hypothesis or our understandings. Words 
arp not made to conceal, but to declare 
and show something ; where they are hr 
those, who pretend to instruct, otherwise used, 
they conceal indeed something ; but that 
which they conceal is nothing but the igno- 
rance, error, or sophistry of the talker; for 
there is, in truth, nothing else under tiiem. 

%B0. fFandermg. 

T9AT there is a constant suecesaon and flooc 
of ideas in our mmds, I have observed in ttia 
former part of this Essay ; and emry ont 
may take notice of it in bimsdf. Has, ! 
i^ppose, may deserve some part of our etre 

I 
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IB the conduct of our undesstandiogs ; and 
I think it may be of great advantage, if we 
can hy use get that power over our minds^ a? 
to be able to direct that train of ideas, that 
so, since there will new ones perpetually come 
into our thoughts by a constant succession, 
we m^y be able by choice so to direct them, 
that none may come in view but such as are 
pertinent to our present, inquiry, and in such 
order as may be most useful to the discovery 
we are upon ; or at least, if some foreign and 
imsought ideas will offer themselves, that yet we 
might^be able to reject them,, and keep tliem 
. from taking off our minds from its present pur- 
suit, and hinder them from running away with 
our thoughts quite from the subject in hand. 
This is not, 1 suspect, so easy to be done as 
perhaps may be imagined ; and yet, for aught 
I know, this may be, if not the chief, yet one 
of the great differences that carry some men 
in their reasoning so far beyond others, where 
they seem to be naturally of equal parts. A 
proper and effectual remedy for this wander* 
ing of thoughts I would be glad to find. He 
ih%i shall propoi^e such an one, would do great 
service to the studious and contemplative 
part of mankind, and perhaps help unthink- 
ing men to become thinking. I must ac« 
knowledge that hitherto I have discovered no 
other way to keep our thoughts close to their 
Vusinessi but the endeavouring as much as we 
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can^ and bj frequent attention and appIicaF- 
tion, getting the habit of attention and appli- 
cation. He that will observe children will find, 
that even when they endeavour their utmost, 
they cannot keep their minds from straggling. 
The way to cure it, I am satisfied, is not 
angij chiding or beating, for that presently 
fills their heads with all tiie ideas that fear, 
dread, or confusion can offer to them. To bring 
back gently their wandering thoughts, by 
leading them itito the path, and going before 
them in the train they should pursue, without 
any rebuke, or so much as taking notice 
(where it can be avoided) of their roving, I 
suppose would sooner reconcile and inure 
them to attention than all those rougher me- 
thods which more distract their thought, and, 
hindering the application they would promote, 
introduce a contrary habit. 

^ 31. DisUndion. 

Distinction and division are (if I mistake 
not the import of the words) very different 
things ; the one being the perception of a 
difierence that nature has placed in things ; 
the other, our making a division where there 
is yet none ; at least, if I may be permitted 
to consider them in this sense, I tliink I may 
say of them that one of them is the most 
necessary and conducive to true knowledfe 
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that can be ; the other^ when too much mads 
use of, serves onlj to puzzle and confound 
the unaerstanding. To observe everj the 
least difTereuce that is in things argues a quick 
and clear sight; and this keeps the understand- 
ing steady, and right in its way to imowledge. 
But though it be useful to discern every 
variety that is to be found in nature, yet it is 
not cpnvenient to consider every oinerence 
that is in things, and divide them into dis- 
tinct classes under every such difference. 
This will run us^ if followed, into particulars 
^for every individual has sometning that 
uifferences it from another,) and we shall 
be able to establish no general truths, or 
else at least shall be apt to perplex the mind 
about them. The , collection of several 
things into several classes, gives the mind more 
general and larger views ; but we must tak^ 
care to unite them only in that, and so far as 
they do agree ; for so far they may be uni- 
ted under the consideration : for entity itself, 
that comprehends all things, as general as it 
is, may anord us clear and rational concep- 
tions. If we would weigh and keep in our 
minds what it is we are considering, that would 
best instruct us when we should, or should not 
brauch into farther distinctions, which are to 
be taken only from a due contemplation of 
things \ to which there is nothing more oppo- 
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Biie than the art of verbal distinctions, made 
at pleasure in learned and arbitrarily invented 
terms, to be applied at a venture, without 
comprehending or conveying any distinct no- 
tions, and so altogether fitted to artificial talk, 
or empty noise in dispute, without any clear- 
ing 01 difficulties, or advance in knowledge. 
Whatsoever subject we examine and would 
get knowledge in, we should, I think, make 
as general and as large as it will bear ; nor 
can there be any danger of this, if the idea of 
it be settled and determined : for if that be so, 
we shall easily distinguish it from any other 
idea, though comprehended under the same 
name. For it is to fence against the entan- 
glements of equivocal words, and the great 
art of sophistry which lies in them, that dis- 
tinctions nave been multiplied, and their use 
thought so necessary. But had every distinct 
abstract idea a distinct known name, there 
would be little need of these multiplied scho- 
lastic distinctions, though there would be nev- 
ertheless as much need still of the mind's ob- 
-serving the differences that are in things, and 
discriminating them thereby one from anoth- 
er. It is not, therefore, the right wav to 
knowledge, to hunt after, and fill the nead 
wifli abundance of artificial and scholastic 
distinctions, wherewith learned men's writings 
are often filled ; we sometimes find what they 
freat of so divided and sabdivided, that tM 
x2 
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BftiBd (^ the most atientiTe reader lo^s iht 
si^t of it, as it is more than probable the 
writer himself did ; for in thip^ts crumbled in- 
to dust, it is in vain to afiect or pretend order, 
or expect clearness. To avoia confusion by 
too few or too manj divisions, is a great skill 
in tiunkiBg as wc^ as writing, which is but the 
eopjkig our thoughts ; but what are the boijUH 
daries of the mean between the two vicious 
excesses on both hands, I think is hard to set 
down in words : clear and distinct ideas is aU 
that I jet know able to regulate it. But as to 
verbal distinctions received and applied to 
Gonunon ta!m9, i. e. equivocal words ; they 
jare more properly, I think, the business of 
criticisms and dictionaries than of real knowr 
ledge and philosophy, since they, for the most 
part, explain the meanixig of words, and give 
us their several signilications. The dexterous 
management of t^rms, and b^ng dble to ferni 
and prove with them, I know has, and does pass 
in the world for a great part of kaming ; but 
it is learning distinct fr<»n knowledge ; for 
knowledge consists only in perceiving the hab- 
Uodes and relations of ideas one to another, 
which is done without words ; the inlerve»- 
tion of a sound helps nothing to it. And benee 
we see that there is least use or distaoclieiM 
wkere thens it most knowkdge ; I meiOfr in 
Btfithematiea, wbeto men have detenniiiod 
«iAeii» tf ithwit JoMwn aanxes to ttem ; a»d le 



OF TH& CNDBI18TAN0ING. 91 

there Being no room for equivocatkms, thitrA 
is no need of distinctions. In arguing^ tbft 
opponent uses as comprehensive and equiYooal 
terms as he can to involve his adversary in 
the doubtfulness of his expressions : this is ex- 
pected, and therefore the answer on his side 
makes it his plaj to distinguish 9s much as he 
can, and thinks he cdji never do it too much ; 
nor can he indeed in that waj wherein victo-* 
rj may be had without truth and without 
knowledge. This seems to me to be the art 
of disputing. Use your words as captiously 
as you can in your arguing on one siae, and 
apply distinctions as much as you can ob the 
other side to every term, to nonplus your op- 
ponent ; so that in this sort of scholarship, 
there beii\g no bounds set to distinguishing, 
some men nave thought all acuteoess to have 
lain in it : and therefore in all they have read 
or thought on, their great business has been 
to umuse themselves with distinctioas, and 
multiply to themselves divisions, at least, more 
than the natiu'e of the thing required. There 
seems to me, as I said, to be no other pile for 
this, but a due and right consideration^of things 
as they are in themselves. He tliat has s^ 
tted in his mind determined idea9^ witii nam<es 
affixed to them, will be able bo^ to discern 
their differences one from another, which 
Is really djistingui^mg ; and, where the penuc 
ly of words anords not terms answering every 
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distinct idea, will be able to apply proper dis- 
tinguishing terms to the comprehensive and 
eqaivQcal names he is forced to make use of. 
This is all the need I know of distinguishing 
terms ; and in such verbal distinctions, each 
term of the distinction, joined to that whose 
signifleation it distinguishes, is but a distinct 
name for a distinct idea. Where they are so, 
and men have clear und distinct conceptions 
that answer their verbal distinctions, they are 
right, and are pertinent as far as they serve 
to clear any thing in the subject under con- 
sideration. And this is' that which seems to 
me the proper and only measure of distinc- 
tions and divisions ; which he that will con- 
duct his understanding right, must not look 
for in the acuteness of invention, nor the au- 
thority of writers, but will find only in the 
consideration of things themselves, whether he 
is led into it by his own meditations, or the 
information of books. 

An aptness to jumble things together, where- 
* in can be found any likeness, is a fault in the 
understanding on the other side, which will 
not fail to mislead it, and by thus lumping of 
things, hinder the mind from distinct ana ~ 
cvrftte conceptions of them. 
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§ 32. Stmka. 

To which let me hero add another nearof kii^ 
to this, at least in name, and that is letting the 
mind upon the suggestion of any new notion^ 
run immediately after similes to make it the 
clearer to itself ; which, though it may be a 
good way, and useful in the explaining our 
thoughts to others ; jet it is by no means a 
right method to sett^ true notions of ^y 
thing in ourselves, because similes always fail 
in some part, and come short of that exact* 
ness which our conceptions should have to 
things, if we would think aright. This in* 
deed makes men plausible talkers ; for those 
are always most acceptable in discourse who 
have the way to let their thoughts into other 
men's minds with the greatest ease and facili- 
ty ; whether those thoughts are well formed 
and correspond with things, matters not ; few 
itien care to be instructea but at an easy rate. 
They, who in their discourse strike the fancy, 
and take the hearer's conceptions alpng with 
them as fast as their words flow, are the ap- 
plauded talkers, and go for the only men of 
clear thoughts. Nothing contributes so much 
to this as similes, whereby men think they 
themselves understand better, because they 
are the better understood. But it is one thing 
to think right| and another thing to laum tfa# 
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ridit way to lay our thoughts before others 
with advantage and clearness, be tivej right 
or wrong. Well chosen similes, metaphors, 
«ad allegories, with method and order, do this 
the best of any thing, because being taken 
from objects already known, and familiar to 
the understanding, they are conceived as fast 
as spoken ; and the coiTCspondence being 
concluded, th^ thing they are brought to ex- 
plain and elucidate is thought to be under- 
stood too. Thus fancy passes for knowledge, 
and what is prettily said is mistaken for sol- 
id. I say not this to decry metaphor, or 
with design to take away that ornament of 
speech ; my business here is not with rheto- 
ricians and orators, but with philosophers and 
lovers of truth ; to whom I would oeg leave 
to give this one rule whereby to tiy whether, 
in the application of their thoughts to any 
thing for the improvement of their knowledge, 
they do in truth comprehend the matter be- 
fore them really such as it is in itself. The 
way to discover this is to observe, whether in 
the laying it before themselves or others, they 
make use only of borrowed representations 
and ideas foreign to the things which are ap- 
T^ed to it by way of accommodation, as 
bearing some proportion or imagined likeness 
to the subject under consideration. Figured 
and metaphorical ezpressioils do well to illus- 
trate more abstruse and unfamiliar ideas which 



OF THE UNDERSTANDING. 95 

the mind is not yet thoroughly accustomed to : 
but then they must be made i^se of to illus- 
trate ideas that we already l^Ave, not to paint 
to us those which we yet hare not. Such bor- 
rowed and allusive ideas pnty follow real and 
solid truth, to set it off ^i-en found, but must 
by no means be set i^ its place, and taken 
for it. If all our search has yet reached no 
farther than simile »^d metaphor, we may as- 
sure ourselves we rdther fancy than know, and 
are not yet penetrated into the inside and re- 
ality of the thipg, be it what it will, but con- 
tent ourselves ;A^ith what our imsuginatiiHis^ not 
things themse/ves, furnish us with. 

§33. Assent. 

In tlwJ whole conduct of the umTerstanding, 
there is nothing of more mome^han to know 
when and where, and how faf to give assent, 
and possibly there is nothin^arder. It is very 
eajsily said and nobody qu^tions it, that giving 
and with-holding our ass^nt^ and the depees 
of it, should be reguUted by the evidence 
which things carry wim them ; and yet we see 
men are not the Wter for this rule; some 
firmly embrace d^trines upon slight grounds, 
some upon no grounds, and some contrary to 
appearance : some admit of certainty, ana are 
Hot to be moved in what they hold : ofteis 
waver in every thing, and there want not 
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those tbftt reject all as uncertain. What then 
shall a novice, an inquirer, a stranger do in 
the case ? I ansvrer, use his eyes. There ia 
a correspondence^ things, and agreement and 
disagreement in idd^, discernihle in very dif- 
ferent degrees, and 6iere are eyes in men ta 
see them if they please o»ly their eyes may 
be dimmed or dazzlea, and the discerning 
sight in them impaired or lost. Interest ana 
passion dazzles ; the custom of arguing on 
aay side, even against our persuasions, dims 
the^imderstanding, and makes it hy degrees 
lose the faculty of discerning cTearly between 
truth and falsehood, and so of adhering to the 
right side. — ^It is not safe to play with error, 
and dress it up to ourselves or otheir^ in the 
shape of truth. The mind by degrees. lose» 
its natural relish of real solid truth, is recon- 
ciled insensibly to any thing that can be dres- 
sed up into any faint appearance of it ; and 
if the fancy be allowed the place of judgment 
at first in sport, it afterwards comes by use to 
usurp it, and what is recommended by this fiat-^ 
terer (that studies but to please) is received for 
good. There are so manyways of fallacy, such 
arts of giving colours, appearances, and resem- 
blances by this court-dresser^ the fancy, that 
he who IS not wary to admit nothing bvl tnith 
itself, very careful not to iaiake his mind sub- 
^rnent to any thinjg else, cannotbutbe caught. 
He that has a mind to vbelieve^ has half assent- 



OF THE UN]>EaSTANDINa 97 

ed already ; and he tbat^ hy often argoing 
a^nst his own sense, imposes falsefaocNl on 
others, is not far from believing himself. This 
takes away the great distance there is betwixt 
truth and falsehood ; it brings them almost to^ 
gether, and makes it no great odds, in things 
that approach so near, which ^ jou take ; and 
when things are brought to that pass, |>assion 
or interest, &c. easily and without being per- 
ceived^ detennine which shall be the ri^t. 

§34; Iftifferency. 

I have said above, that we should keep a 
perfect indilf<^ency for all opinions, not wish 
any of them true^ or try to make them appear 
so ; but being indifferent, receive and em- 
brace them according as evidence, and that 
alone gives the attestation of truth. They 
that do thus, t. e. keep their minds indifferent 
to opinions, to be determined only by evi- 
' dence, will always find the understanding has 
perception enough to distinguish between 
evidence and no evidence, betwixt plain 
and doubtful ; and if they neither give nor re- 
fuse their <assent but by that measure, they 
will be safe in the Jbinions they have. Which 
being perhaps but lew, this caution will have 
alsQ this good in it, that it will put them upon 
considering, and teach them the necessity of 
examining more than they do ; without which 
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the mind is but a receptacle of inconsistencies^ 
not the store-house of truths. They that do 
not keep up this indifferency in themselves for 
all but truth, not supposed, but evidenced m 
themselves, put coloured spectacles before 
their ejes, and look on things through false 
glasses, and then think themselves excused in 
following the false appearances which thejr 
themselves put upon them« I do not expect 
that by this way the assent i^ould iii every one 
be proportioned to the grounds and clearness 
wherewith every truth m capable to be made 
out ; or that men should be perfectly kept 
from error : that is more than human nature 
can by any means be advanced to ; I aim at 
no such unattainable privilege ; I am only 
speaking of what they should do, who wduld 
deal fairly with their own minds, and make a 
right use of. their faculties in the pursuit of 
trath ; we fail them a great deal more than 
they fail us. It is mismanagement more than 
want of abilities that men have reason to 
complain of, and which they actually do com- 
plain of in those that differ irom them. He 
that by an indifferency for all but truth suf- 
fers not his assent to go faster than his evi- 
dence, nor beyond it, will Vearn to examine, 
and examine fairly, instead of presuming, and 
nobody will be at a loss, or in danger fot- want 
of embracing those truths which are necessa- 
17 in his station and circumstances. In any 
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other way but this, all the world are bom 
Gtrthodoxy ; they itnbibe at iirst the allowed' 
optnioxis of their country and party, and so 
never questioning thei^ truth, not one of a 
hundred ever examines. They are applauded 
for presuming they are in the right. He that 
considers, is a foe to orthodoxy, because possi- 
bly he may deviate from some of the received 
doctrines there. And thus men, without any 
industry or acquisition of their own, inherit lo- 
cal truths, (for it is n^the same every where) 
and are inured to ^||®nt without evidence. 
This influences farther than is thought ; for 
what one of a'hundred of the zealous bigots 
in all parties ever examined the tenets he is 
80 stiff in, or ever thought it his business or 
duty so' to do } It is suspected of luke-warm- 
ness to suppose it necessary, and a tendency 
to apostacy to go about it. And if a man can 
bring his mind once to be positive and fierce 
for positions whose evidence he has never 
once examined, and that in matters of great- 
est concernment to him ; what shall keep him 
from this short and easy way of being in the 
right in cases of le.s moment ? Thus we are 
taught to clothe our minds as we do our bodies, 
after the fashion ii^ogue, and it is accounted 
fantasticalness, or something worse, not to do 
so. This custom (which who dares oppose) 
makes the short-sighted bigots, and the warier 
skeptics, as far as it prevails : and those that 
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break from it are in danger c^ heresy : for 
taking the whole world, how much of it dotli 
truth and orthodoxy possess together ? 
Though it is by the last alone (which has the 
good luck to be every where) that error and 
heresy are judged of : for argument and evi- 
dence signify nothing in the case, and excuse 
nowhere, but are sure to be borne down in all 
societies by the infallible orthodoxy of the 
place. Whether this be the way to truth and 
right assent, let the opinions, that take place 
and prescribe in the se^iral habitable parts of 
the earth, declare. I never saw any reason 
yet why truth might not be truHed on its own 
evidence : I am sure if that be not able to 
support it, there is no fence against error ; and 
then truth and falsehood are but names that 
stand for the same things. Evidence there- 
fore is that by which alone every man is (and 
should be) taught to regulate his assent, who 
is then, and then only, in the right way, when 
he follows it. 

Men deficient jn knowledge are usually in 
one of these three states ; either wholly igno- 
rant, or as doubting of some proposition they 
have either embraced formerly or at present 
are inclined to ; or lastly, ^hey do with assu- 
rance hold and profess without ever having exr 
amined, and being convinced by well-grounded 
arguments. 

The first of these are in the best state of 



OF TU£ UNDERSTANDING. 101 

the three, by having their minds yet in their 
perfect freedom and indifierency ; the likelier 
to pursue ^truth the better, having no bias yet 
clapped on to mislead them 

§35. 

For ignorance, with an indifferency for truth, 
isnearertoitthan opinion with ungrounded in* 
clination, which is the great source of error ; 
and thejr are more in danger to go out of tlie 
way who are marching under the conduct of a 
guide, that it is a hundred to one will mislead 
them, than he that has not yet taken a step, 
and is likelier to be prevailed on to inquire aif* 
ter the right way. The last of the three sorts 
are in the woc^t (Condition of all ; for if a man 
can be persuaded and fully assured of any 
thing for a truth, without having examined, 
what is there that he may not embrace for 
truth ? and if he has given himself up to be^ 
lieve a lie, what means is there left to recover 
one who can be assured without examining f 
To the other two this I crave leave to say, 
tiiatas he that is ignorant is in the best state of 
the two, so he should pursue trath in a metho d 
suitable to flftl StSlft ! I! 
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liitg himself with tfieir questions or disputes 
about it ; but to see what ke himself can, sinp 

k2 
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proceeds on other principles in his inquiry in- 
to any sciences, though he he resolved to ex- 
amine them and judge of them freely, does jet 
at least put himself on that side, and post him- 
self in a party which he will not quit till he 
I he heaten out ; hy which the mind is insensihly 
/ engaged to make what defence it can, and so 
is unawares biassed. I do not say but a man 
should embrace some opinion when he has ex- 
amined, else he examines to no purpose ; but 
the surest and safest way is to have ao opin- 
ion at all till he has examined, and that with- 
out any the least regard to the opiAions or sys- 
tems of other men about it. For example, 
were it my business to understand physic, 
would not the safe and readier way be to con- 
sult nature herself, and infonn myself in the 
history of diseases and their cures, than es- 
pousing the principles of the dogmatists, meth- 
odists, or chyniiists, to engage in all the dis- 
putes concerning either of those systems, and 
suppose it to be true, till I have tried what 
they can say to beat me out of it ? Or sup* 
posing that Hippocrates, or any other book, 
infallibly contains the whole art of physic, 
would not the direct way be to study, read, 
and consider that book, weigh and compare 
the parts of it to find the truth, rather than 
espouse the doctrines of any party ? who, 
though they acknowledge his authority, have 
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already interpreted and wiredrawn all his text 
to their own sense ; the tincture whereof, 
when I have imbihed, I am more in danger to 
misunderstand his true meaning, than if I had 
come to him with a mind unprepossessed bj 
doctors and commentators of my sect ; whose 
reasonings, interpretation, and language, which 
I have been^ iLsed to, will of course make all 
chime that way, and make another, and per- 
haps the genuine meaning of the author seem 
harsh, strained, and imcputh to me. For 
words hiiving naturally none of thfeir own, car- 
ry that signification to the hearer thai he i9 
used to put upon them^ whatever be the sense 
of him that uses them. This, I think, is visi- *\ 
bly so ; and if it be, he that begins to have any \ 
doubt of any of his tenets, which he received \j 
without examination, ought, as much as he i 
can, to put himself wholly into this state of ig- I 
norance in reference, to that question ; and f 
throwing wholly by all his former notions, and j 
the opinions of others, examine, with a per- 
fect indi^Terency, the question in its source ; 
without any^ inclination to either side, or any 
regard to his or others' unexamined opinions. 
This I own is no easy thing to do ; but t am 
not enquiring the easy way to opinion, but the 
right way to truth ; which they must follow 
who will deal fairly with their own understand* 
ings and their own souls. 
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§ 36. Q^esl^on. 

The indiflerency that I here propose will 
also enable them to state the question right, 
which they are in doubt about, without which 
they can never come to a fair and clear de- 
cision of it. 

§ 37. Perseverance, 
t 
Another fruit from this indifferency, and 
the considering things in themselves abstract 
from our own opinions and other men^s no- 
tions and discourses on them, will be, that 
each man will pursue his thoughts in tliat 
method "which will be most agreeable to the 
nature of the thing, and to his apprehension 
of what it suofgests to him ; in which he ought 
to proceed with regularity and constancy, vn- 
til he come to a well-grounded resolution 
wherein he may acquiesce. IT it be objected 
that this will require every man to be a schol- 
ar, and quit all his other business, and betake 
himself wholly to study ;*I answer, J propose 
no more to any one than he has time for. 
Some men's state and condition requires no 
great extent of knowledge ; the necessary 
provision for life swallows the greatest part of 
their tinie. But one man's want of leisure is 
no t^cuse for the ositancy and ignorance of 
th(M€ who have time to spare ; and every on« 
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has enough to get as much knowledge as is 
required and expected of him, and he that 
does not that, is in love with ignoraneSy and is 
accoontahle for it. 

§ 38. Presumj^ion, 

Tub yarietj of distempers in men^s minds is 
as ereat as of those in their hodies ; some are 
epidemic, few escape them ; and every one 
too, if he would look into himself, would find 
some defect of his particular geniu£. There is 
scarce any one without some idiosyncrasy that 
he suffers hy. This man presumes upon his 
parts, that they. will not fail him at time of 
need ; and so thinks it superfluous lahour to 
make any provision beforehand. His under- 
standing is to him like Fortunatiis's purse, 
which is always to furnish him, without ever 
putting any thing into it before-hand ; and so 
he sits jstill satisffed, without endeavouring to 
store his understanding with knowledge. It is 
the spontaneous product of the country, and 
what need of labour in tillage ? Such men 
may spread their native riches before the ig- 
norant ; but they were best not come to stress 
and trial with the skilftd. We are born ig- 
norant of every thing. The superficies of 
things that surroxmd them make impressions 
on the negligent, but nobody penetrates into 
the inside without labour, attention, and indus^ 
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try. stones and timber grow of themselves} 
but yet there is no uniform pile with symme- 
try and convenience to lodge in without toil 
and pains. God has made the intellectual 
world harmonious and beautiful without us ; 
but it will never come into our heads all at 
once ; we must bring it home peice-meal, and 
there set it up by our own industry, or else 
we shall have nothing but darkness and a 
chaos within, whatever order and light there 
be in things without us. 

§ 39. Despondency. 

On the other side, there are others that de- 
press their own minds, despond at the first 
difficulty, and conclude that the getting an in- 
sight in any of the sciences, or making any 
progress in knowledge farther than serves 
their ordinary buisiness, is above their capa- 
cities. These sit still, because they think 
they have not legs to go as the others I last 
mentioned do, because they think they have 
wings to Hy, and can soar on high when they 
please. To these latter one may for answer 
apply the proverb, ^' Use legs and haye legs.'^ 
Nobody knows what strength of parts he has 
till he has tried them. And of the under- 
standing one may most traly say, that its 
force is greater generally than it thinks, till 
it is put to it. Viresque acqmrit emdo. 
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And therefore the proper remedy here is 
but to set the mind to work, and apply the 
thoughts vigorously to the business ; for it 
holds in the struggles of the mind as in those 
of war, " Dnm putant se vincere vicere ;" a 
persuasion that we shall overcome any diffi- 
culties that we meet with' in the sciences, sel- 
dom fails to carry us through them. Nobody 
knows the strength of his mind, and the force 
of steady and regular application, till he has 
tried. This is certain, he that sets out upon 
weak legs will not only go farther, but grow 
stronger too, than one who, with a vigorous 
constitution and firm limbs, only sits still. 

Something of kin to this men may observe 
in themselves, when the mind frights itself (as 
it often does) with any thing reflected on in 
gross, and transiently viewed confusedly, and 
at a distance. Things thus offered ^o the 
mind carry the show of nothing but difficulty 
in them, and are thought to be wrapt up in 
impenetrable obscurity. But the truth is^ 
these are nothing l)ut spectres that the under- 
standing raises to itself to flatter its own lazi- 
ness. It sees nothing distinctly in things re- 
mote, and in a huddle ; and therefore con- 
cludes too faintly, that* there is nothing more 
clear to be discovered hi them. . It is but to ap- 
proach nearer, and that mist of our own rais- 
ing that enveloped tbiin will remove ; and 
those that in that mist appeared hideous giants 
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not to be» grappled with, will be found to be 
of the ordinary and natural size and shape. 
Things, that in a remote and confused view 
seem very obscure, must be approached by 
gentle amd regular steps ; and what is most 
visible, easy, and obvious in them j&rst con- 
sidered. Reduce them into their distinct 
parts ; and then in their due order bring all 
that should be known concerning every one 
<tf those parts into plaih and simple questions ; 
and then what was thought obscure, perplex- 
ed, and too hard for our weak parts, wili lay 
itself open to the understanding in a fair view, 
and let the mind into that which before it was 
awed with, and kept at a distance from, as 
wholly mysterious. I appeal to my reader's 
experience, wbethei^ this has never happened 
to him, especially when, busjr on one thing, he 
has occasionally reflected on another. I ask 
him whether he has never thus been scared 
with a sudden opinion of mighty difficulties, 
which yet have vanished, when he has serious- 
ly and methodically applied himself to the 
consideration of this seaming terrible subject; 
and there has been no other matter of aston- 
ishment lefb, but that he amused himself with 
^0 discouraging a prospect, of his own raising, 
about a matter which in tHe handling was 
found to have npthing in it more strange nor 
intricate than severed ' other things which he 
had long dnce and with case mastered ? Thie 
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eqieriance would (each iu how to deal with nidi 
bugbears another time, which should rather 
serve to excite our Tigour than eneirate our 
Uduitrj. The iurest way for a learner in thii, , 
ss in alt other cases, ii not to advance by jumpi | 
and larre strides ; let that which he seta him- < 
self to leant next be indeed the next ; «. c. u / 
nearly conjoined with what he knows already | 
as is possible ; let it be distinct but notremoto ' 
from it : let it he new, and what he did not j 
know before, that the understanding ntay ad- / 
vaace ; but let it be as httle at once as may, 
be, that its advances may be clear and sure. . 
All the groimd that it gets this way it will \ 
hold. Tikis distinct g;radual growth in knowl- ' 
edge is firm and sure ; it carrie 
with it in every step of its pi 
an easy and orderly tnun ; thai 
is nothing of more use to the i 
And thoueh this peritt^ may 
slow and Ungering way to kno' 
dare confidei^ly affirm, that whoever wui ay 
itinbimse)f,oranyoDehe will teach, shall find 
the advances greater in this method than 
they would in the same space of time have 
been in any other he could have taken. The 
greatest part of true knowledge lies in a dis- 
tinct perception of tilings in themselves dis- 
tinct. And gome men give more dear liffht 
tad knoiriedge by the bare distinct ttatiiig oT • 
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questidii) than others bj taJking of it in gron 
whole hours together. In this, thej who so 
state a question do no more but separate and 
diseiitande the parts of it one from another^ 
andlajwem, when so disentangled, in their 
due order. This often, without any more ado, 
resolves the doubt, and shews the mind where 
the truth lies. The agreement or disagree- 
ment of the ideas in question, when they are 
once separated and distinctly considered, is, in 
many cases, presently perceived, and thereby 
clear and lasting knowledge gained ; whereas 
things in gross taken up together, and so lying 
together in confusion, can produce in the mind 
i>ut a confused, which in effect is no knowl- 
edge ; or at least, when it comes to be exam- 
ined and made use of, will prove little better 
than none. I therefore take the liberty to 
repeat here again what I have said elsewhere, 
that in learning any thing as little should be 
proposed to the mind at once as is possible ; 
and, that being understood and fully mastered, 
to proceed to the next adjoining part yet un* 
known, simple, unperplexed proposition be- 
longifig to the matter in hand, and tending to 
the clearing what is principally designed. 

§ 40.Analogy 

Anhiloot is of great use to the nund m many 
cases, especially in natural philosophy ; and 
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that part of it chiefly which consists in happy 
and successful experiments. But here we 
must take care that we'keejp ourselves within 
that wherein the analogy consists. For ex- 
ample, the acid oil of vitriol is found to be 
good in such a case, therefore the spirit of si- 
tre or vinegar may he used in the like case. 
If the good eflTect of it be owing wholly to the 
acidity of it, the trial may be justified ; but if 
there be something else besides the acidity in 
the oil of vitriol which produces the good we 
desire in the case, we mistake that for analo- 
gy, which is not, and suffer our understacd- 
ing to be misguided by a wrong supposition of 
analogy where there is none 

^41. Association, 

Though I have, in the second book of my Es- 
say concerning Human Understanding, treated 
of the association of ideas ; yet having done 
it there historically, as-givipg a view of the 
understanding in this as well as its several 
other ways of operating, rather than desigding 
there to inquire into the remedies that ought 
to be applied to it ; it will under this latter 
consideration, afford other matter of thought 
to those who have a mind to instruct theni- 
selyes thoi'oughly in the right way of con- 
ducting their understandings ; and that th<^ 
rather/ because this, if I mistake not^ b as 
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frequent a canne of mistake and error in ui a» 
perhaps any thing else that can be named^ and 
IS a disease of the mind as hard to be cured as 
any ; it being a very hard thing to convince 
any one that thmgs are not so^ and naturally- 
so, as they constancy appear to him. 

By this one easy and unheeded miscarriage 
of the understanding, sandy and loose founds^ 
tions become infallible principles, and will not 
suffer themselves to be touched or questioned: 
such unnatural connexions become by cu^tonii 
as natural to the mind as sun and hght, fire 
and warmth go together, and so seem to carry 
with them as natural an evidence as self-en- 
dent truths themselves. And where then shall 
one with hopes of success begin the cure ? 
Many men firmly embrace falsehood for truth, 
not only because they never thought otherwise, 
but also because, tiius blinded as they have 
been from the beginning, they never could 
think otherwise, at least without a vigour of 
mind able to contest the empire of habit, and 
look into its own principles ; a freedom which 
few men have the notion of in themselves, and 
fewer are allowed the practice of by others ; 
it being the great art and business of the teach- 
ers and guides in most sects to suppress, as much 
as they can^ this fundamental duty which every 
man owes himself, and is the first steady step 
towards right uid truth in the whole tnun of 
his actions and opinions. This would give one 
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Teason to suspect that such teachers are con- 
scious to themselves of the falsehood or weak- 
tijess of the tenets they profess, since they will 
not suficr the grounds whereon they are built 
to be examined : whereas those who seek 
truth only, and desire to own and propagate 
nothing else, freely expose their principles to 
the test, are pleased to have them examined, 
give men leave to reject them if they can ; 
and if there be any thing weak and unsound 
ia them, are willing to have it detected, that 
they themselves as well as others, may not lay 
any stress upon ayiy received proposition be- 
yond what the evidence of its truths will war- 
rant and allow. 

There is, I know, a great fault among all 
sorts of people of principlinff tUeir children 
and scholars, which at last, when looked into* 
amounts to no more but making them imbibe 
their teacher's notions and tenets by an im 
plicit faith, axd firmly to adhere to them 
whether true or false. What colours may be 
given to this, or of what use it may be when 
practised upon the vulgai', destined to labour^ 
and given up to the service of their bellies, I 
will not here inquire. But as to the ingenu- 
ous part of mankind, whose condition sdlows 
them leisure, and letters, and inqu'*ry after 
truth, I can see no other right way of princi- 
Kng them but to take heed, as much as maj 
be^ that in their tender years ideas that hava 
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no natural cohesion come not to be united iu 
tbeir beads ; and that this rule be often incul-^ 
eated to them to be their guide in the whole 
course of their lives and studies, viz, that the^r 
never suffer any ideas to be joined in their un-^ 
derstandings in any other or stronger combinar* 
tion than what theb own nature and corres« 
pondence give them, and that they often ex- 
amine those that they find linked together in 
their minds, whether this association of ideas 
be from the visible agreement that is in the 
ideas themselves, or from the habitual and 
prevailing custom of the mind joining them 
thus together in thinking. 

This is for caution against this evil, before it 
be thoroughly rivetted by custom in the imder^ 
standing ; but he that would cure it when 
habit has established it, must nicely observe 
the very quick and almost imperceptible mo-^ 
tions cf the mind in its hsibitual actions. 
What I have said in another place about the 
change of the ideas of sense into those of 
judgment, may be proof of this. Let any one 
not skilled in painting be told, when he sees 
bottles, and tobacco-pipes, and other things so 
painted as they are in some places shown, 
that he does not see protuberances, and yon 
will not convince him but by the touch: he will 
not believe that by an instantaneous legerde- 
main of his own thoughts, one idea is substi- 
tuted for another. How frequent instances 
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inay one meet with of this in the arguings of 
ihe learned, who not seldom, in two ideas 
ihat they have been accustomed to join in 
^heir minds, substitute one for the other ; and, 
J am apt to think, often without perceiving it 
ih«ms€lves ? This, whilst they are under the 
^deceit of it, makes them incapable of convic- 
tion, and they applaud themselves as zealous 
4:hampions for truth, when indeed, they are 
contending for ert*or. And the confusion of 
two different ideas, which a customary con- 
nexion of them in their minds hath made to 
them almost one, fills their head with false 
views, and their reasonings with false con- 
sequences. 

§ 42. Fallacies, 

Right understanding consists in the discovery 
and adherence to truth, and that in the per- 
ception of the visible or probable agreement 
or disagreement of ideas, as they are affirmed 
and denied one of another. From whence it 
is evident, that the right use and conduct of 
the understanding, whose business is purely 
truth and nothing else, is, that the mind should 
be kept in a perfect indifierency, not incli- 
ning to either side, any farther than evidence 
settles it by knowledge, or the over-balatice of 
probability gives it the turn of assent and b^ 
Kef ; but yet it is very hard to meet with im]^ 
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discoosse ^herein one maj not perceive 
the author not oiAj maintain (for that is 
reasonable and fit) but inclined and biassed 
to one side of the question, with marks of 
a desire that that should be true. If it be 
a^ed me, how authors who have such a bias 
and lean to it may be discovered? I answer, hy 
observing how in their writings or surguings they 
are often led bj their inclinations to change 
the ideas of the question, either by changing the 
terms, or by adding and joining others to them, 
whereby the ideas imder consideration are so 
Taried as to be more serviceable to their pur- 
pose, and to be thereby brought to an easier 
and nearer agreement, or more visible or re- 
moter disagreement one with another. This 
is plain and direct sophistry ; but I am far 
from thinking that wherever it is found it is 
made use of with design to deceive and mis- 
lead the readers. It is viinble that men's pre- 
judices and inclinations by this way impose of- 
ten upon themselves ; and their afiection for 
truth, under their prepossession in favour of 
one side, is the very thing that leads them 
from it. Inclination suggests and slides into 
their discourse favourable terms, which intro- 
duce favourable ideas ; till at last, by this 
means, that is concluded clear and evident, 
ihus dressed up, which taken in its native 
state, by making use of none but the precise 
determined ideas^ would find no adioittaBce lU 



all. Tte putting these glossies on wha^ thejr 
affirm ; these as they are thought, handsome, 
easy, and graceful explications of what they 
are 'discoursing on, is so much the character of 
vhat i» called and esteemed writing well, that 
it is very hard to think that authors will ever 
be persuaded to leave what serve so well tq 
propagate their opinions, and procure them- 
selves' credit in the world, for a more jejune 
apd dry way of writing, by keeping to the 
same terms precisely annexed to the same 
ideas ; a sour and blunt stidhess, tolerable in 
mathematicians only, who force their way, and 
make truth prevail by irresbtible demoiistra* 
tion. 

But yet if authors cannot be prevailed with 
to quit the looser, though more insinuating 
ways of writing : if they will not think fit to 
keep close to truth and instruction by unva- 
ried terms, and plain unsophisticated argu- 
ments ; jet it concerns readers not to be im- 
posed on by fallacies, and the prevailing ways 
of insinuation. To do this, the surest and most 
effectual remedy is to fix in the mind th^ clear 
and distinct ideas of tfie question 'stfllJip^dliir 
words V and so iikewiste 'ttfthe train of argu- 
mentation, to take up the author's ideas, neg- 
lecting his words, observing how they connect 
or separate those in the question. He that 
doe» this will ba able to cast off all that is sa^ 
perfluous ; he will see what is pertinent^ what/ 
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coherent, what is direct to, what slides by th3 
question. This will readily show him all the 
foreign ideas in the discourse, and where thej 
were brought in ; and though they perhaps 
dazzled the writer, yet he will perceive that 
they give no light nor strength to his reasonings. 
This though it be the shortest and easiest 
way of reading books with profit, and keep- 
ing one^s self from being misled by great 
names or plausible discourses ; yet it being 
hard and tedious to those who have not accus- 
tomed^ themselves ta it. it is not to be expected 
that e^dry one (ai- those few who really 
pursue truth) should this way guard his under- 
standing from being imposed on by the wilful, 
or at least undesigned sophistry, which creeps 
into most of the books of argument. They, 
that write against their conviction, or that, 
next to them, are resolved to maintain the te- 
nets of a party they are engaged in, cannot 
be supposed to reject any arms that may help 
to defend their cause, and therefore such 
should be read with the greatest caution. 
And they who write for opinions they are sin- 
eerely persuaded of, sqid believe to be true, 
think they may so fa^* allow themselves to 
indulge their laudable affection to truth, as to 
permit their esteem of it to give it the best col- 
oun, and set it off with the best expressions and 
dress they cnn^ thereby to gain it the east* 
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est entrance into the minds of their readers^ 

and fix it deepest there. 

One of those heing the state of mind we 
may justly suppose most writers to be in, it in 
fit their readers, who apply to them for in- 
struction, should not lay by that caution which 
becomes a sincere pursuit of truth, and should 
make them always watchful against whatever 
might conceal or misrepresent it. If they have 
not the skill of representing to themselves the 
author's sense by pure ideas separated from 
sounds, and thereby divested of the false lights 
and deceitful ornaments of speech, thi§ yet they 
should do, they should keep the precise ques- 
tion steadily in their mind:?, carry it along with 
them through the whole discourse, and suffer 
not the least alteration in the terms, either by 
addition, subtraction, or substituting any other. 
This every one can do who has a mind to it; and 
he that has not a mind to it, it is plain, makes 
his understanding only the warehouse of Other 
men's lumber ; I mean false and imconcluding 
reasonings, rather than a repository of truth 
for his own use ; which will prove substantial, 
and stand him instead, when he has occassion 
for it. And whether such an one deals fairly 
by his own mind, and conducts his own under- 
standing right, I leave to his own understand- 
ing to judge 
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I 43. FkiandartmUal Verities. 

TttE mind of man being very narrow, and so 
alow in making acquaintance with things, and 
taking in new truths, that no one man is ca^ 
pable, in a much longer life than ours, to know 
all truths ; it becomes our prudence, in our 
search after knowledge, to emploj our thoughts 
about fundamental and material questions, 
carefully avoiding those that are trifling, and 
not suffering ourselves to be diverted from our 
main even purpose, by those that are Kierely 
incidental. How niuch of many young men's 
time is thrown away in purely logical inqui- 
ries, I need not mention. This is no better 
than if a man, Avho was to be a painter, should 
spend all his time in examining the threads 6f 
the several cloths he is to paint upon, and 
counting the hairs of each pencil and brush he 
intends to use in the laying on of his colours. 
Nay, it is much Worse than for a young painter 
to spend his apprenticeship in such useless ni* 
ceties ; for he, at the end of all his pains to no 
purpose, fmds that it is not painting, nor any 
nelp to it, and ^o is really to no purpose: 
whereas men designed for scholars have often 
their heads so filled and warmed with disputes 
on logical questions, that they take those aiir 
"t/seless notions for real and substantial knowl- 
edge, and think their understandings so well 
furnished with science, that they ne^ not look 
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aaj farther into th^ nature of things^ or dot* 
cend to the mechanical drudger}^ of experi* 
ment and inquirj. This is so obvious a mi»* 
management of the understanding, and that in 
the professed way to knowledge, that it could 
not DO passed by ; to which might be joined 
abundance of questions, and the way of hauid- 
ling of them in the schools. What faults in par- 
ticular of this kind every man is, or may be 
guilty of, would be infinite to enumerate ;^ it 
suffices to have shown that superficial and 
slight discoveries and observations that contain 
nothing of moment in themselves, nor serve as 
clues to lead us into farther knowledge, should 
not be thought worth our searching after. 

There are fundamental truths that lie at the 
bottom, the basis upon which a great many 
others rest, and in which they have their con- 
sistency. These are teeming truths, rich in 
store, with which they furnish the mind, and, 
like the lights of heaven, are not only beauti- 
ful and ent«rtaining in themselves, but give 
light and evidence to other things, that without 
them could not be seen or known. Such is 
that admirable discovery of Mr. Newton, that 
all bodies gravitate to one another, which may 
be counted as the basis of natural philoso- 
phy ; which of what use it is to tibe under- 
standis^ at &e great frame of our soliur sycK 
tem, he has to t£e astonishment g{ the lean*- 
edwo(U«hown ; and how much farther it would 
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guide us in other things if righAj pursued^ 
IS not jet kjown. Our Saviour's great rule, 
that ^^ we should loye our neighbour as our- 
selvesy" is such a fundamental truth for the 
reflating human society, that, I think, bjr 
that alone, one might without diMcultj detei^ 
mine M the'cases and doubts in ^cial moralitj. 
These and such as these are the truths we 
should endeavour to find out, and store our 
mi^ds with. Which leads me to another thing in 
the conduct of the understanding that is no less 
necessarj, viz. 



§ 44. BoHammg, 

To accustom ourselves, in any question propo-^ 
sed, to examine and find out upon what it bot- 
toms. Most of the difficulties that come in 
our way, when well considered and traced, 
lead us to some proposition, which, known to 
be true, clears the doubt, and gives an easy 
solution of the question ; whilst topical and 
superficial arguments, of which there is store 
to be found on both sides, filling the head with 
variety of thouffhta, and the mouth with co- 

Sious discourse, serve only to amuse the un- 
erstanding, and entertain company, without 
coming to the bottom of the question^ the 
•oly pact of rest and stahBity for a& inqulii^ 
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live mind, whose tendency is only to truth and 
knowledge. 

For example, if it be demanded, whether 
the Grand Seignor can lawfully take what he 
will from any of his people ? This question 
cannot be resolred without coming to a cer- 
tainty, whether all men are naturally equal ; 
for upon that it turns ; and that truth well 
settled in the understanding, and carried in 
the mind through the various debates concer- 
ning the various rights of men in society, will go 
a great way in putting an end to them| and 
showing on which side the truth is. 

^ 45. TVarufering cf thoughts. 

There is scarce any thing more for the im- 
provement of knowledge, for the ease of life, 
and for the dispatch of business, tlian for a 
man to be able to dispose of his own thoughts ; 
and there is scarce any thing harder in the 
whole conduct of the understanding than to 
get a full mastery over it. The mind, in a 
waking man, has always some object that it ** 
applies kself to ; which, when we are lazv or 
unconcerned, we can easiV change, and at 
pleasure transfer our thoughts to another, and 
from thence to a third, which has no relation 
to either of the former. Hence men forward- 
W conclude, and frequently say, nothing is so 
iree as thought, and it were well it were so ; but 
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the contrary will be found true in several in- 
stances ; and there are many cases wherein 
there is nothing more restj and ungovernable 
than Qur thoughts : they will not be directed 
what objects to pursue, nor be taken off from 
those they have once fixed on ; but run away 
with a man in pursuit of those ideas they have 
in view, let him .da what he can. 

I will not here mention again what I have 
above taken notice of, how hard it is to get the 
/nind, narrowed by a custom of thirty or forty 
years* standing to a scanty collection of ob- 
vious and common ideas, to enlarge itself to a 
more copious stock, and grow into an acquain- 
tance with those that would afibrd more abun« 
dant matter of useful contemplation; it is not of 
this I am here speaking. The inconveniency 
I would here represent, and find a remedy for, 
is the difficulty there is sometimes to transfer 
our minds from one subject to another in ca- 
ses where the ideas are equally familiar to us. 

Matters, that are recommended to our 
thoughts by any of our passions, take pos- 
session of our minds with a kind of authority, 
and will not be kept out or dislodged ; but, as 
if the passion that rules were, for the time, the 
sheriff of the place, and came with all the posse, 
the understanding is seized and taken with the 
object it introduces, as if it had a legal -right to 
be alone considered there. There is scarce 
any body, I think, of so calm a temper who 
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hath not some time found this tyranny on his 
understanding, and sufifefred under the inconve* 
nience of it. Who is there almost, whose 
mind, some time or other, love or anger, fear 
ob grief, has not so fastened to some clog, that 
it could not turn itself to any other ohject ? 
I call it a clog, for it hangs upon the mind so 
as to hinder its vigour and activity in the pursuit 
of other contemplations ; and advances itseU 
little or not at all in the knowledge of the thing 
which it so closely hugs and constantly pores 
on. Men thus possessed are sometimes as if 
they were so in the worst sense, and lay under 
the power of an enchantment. They see not 
what passes before their eyes ; hear not the 
audible discourse of the company ; and when 
by any strong application to them they are 
roused a little, they are like men brought to 
themselves from some remote region ; where- 
as in truth they come no farther than their 
secret cabinet within, wh^re they have been 
wholly taken up with the pu{|iBet, which is for 
that time appomted for their entertainment. 
The shame that such dumps cause to well-bred 
people, '^'hen it carries them away from the 
company, where they should bear a part in the 
conversation, is a su6Scient argument that it is 
a fault in the conduct of our understanding^ 
not to hav;e that power over it as to make 
use of it to those purposes, and on those occa^ 
«on8| wherein we have nefid of its assistance. 
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The mind should be always free and ready 16 
tun itself to the variety of objects that occur, 
and albw them as much consideration as shall 
for that time be thought fit. To be engrossed 
so by one object, as not to be prevailed on to 
leave it for smother that we judge fitter for 
our contemplation, is to make it of no use to us. 
Did this state of mind remain always so, every 
one would, without scruple, give it the name of 
perfect madness ; and whilst it does last, at 
whatever intervals it returns, such a rotation 
of thoughts about the same object no nM>rs car* 
ries us forward towards the attainmrent of 
knowledge, than getting upon a mill horse 
whilst he jogs on in his circular track would 
carry a man a journey. 

I grant something must be allowed to legiti* 
mate .passions, and to natural inclinations. 
Everyman, besides occasional affections, has 
beloved studies, and those the mind will more 
closely stick to ; but yet it is best that it should 
be always at liberty, and under the free disposal 
of the man, and to act how and upon what he 
dbects. This we should endeavour to obtain, 
unless we would be content with suck Ji fiaw in 
our understanding, that sometimes we should 
be as it were without it ; for it is very little 
better than so in cases where we cannot miik« 
use of it to those purposes we would, ani 
which stand in present need of it. 

But befow tk leaiedieg caa be thought « 
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for this ilisease, we must know the several 
GAuies of it, and tiierebj regulate the cure, if 
we will hope to labour with success. 

One we have alreadj instanced in, whereof 
1^ men that reflect have so general a knowl- 
edge, and so often an experience in themselves, 
that nobodj doubts of it. A prevailing pas» 
flion so pins down our thoughts to the object 
and concern of it, that a man passionately in 
love cannot bring himself to think of his ordi' 
narj affidrs, or a kind mother drooping imder 
the loss of a child, is not able to bear a part as 
Ae was wont in the discourse of the company, 
or conversation of her friends. 

But though passion be the most obvious and 
general, yet it is not the only cause that binds 
up the understanding, and confines it for the 
time to one objept, from which it will not be 
taken off. 

Besides this, we may often find that the un- 
derstanding, when it has awhile employed it- 
self upon a subject which either chance, or 
some slight accident, ofiTered to it, without the 
interest or recommendation of any passion, 
worics itself into a warmth, and by degrees gets 
into a career, wherein, like a bowl down a 
hill, H increases its motion by going, and will 
ixot be stopped or diverted ; though, when the 
heat is over, it sees all this earnest applicati<m 
was about a trifle not worth a thought^ and all 
tka pains employed about it lost labour* 
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Tliere is a third sort, if I mistake not, yet 
lower than this ; it is a sort of childishness, il 
I may so say, of the understanding, wherein, 
during the fit, it plays with and dandles some 
insignificant puppet to no end, nor with any de** 
sign at aU, and yet cannot easily be got off 
from it. Thus some trivial sentence, or a 
scrap of poetry, will sometimes get into men's 
heads, and make such a chiming there, that 
there is no stilling of it ; no peace to be ob- 
tained, nor attention to any thing else, but .this 
impertinent guest will take up Qie mind and 
possess the thoughts in spite of all endeavours 
to get rid of it. Whether every one hath ex^ 
perimented in themselves this troublesome in- 
trusion of some frisking ideas which thus im- 
portune the understanding, and hinder it from 
being better employed, I know not. But per^ 
sons of very good parts, and those ipore than 
one, I have heard speak and complain of it 
themselves. The reason I have to make this 
doubt, is from what I have known in a case 
something of kin to this, though much odder, 
and that is of a sort of visions that some people 
have lying quiet, but perfectly awake, in the 
dark, or witii their eyes shut. It is a great v^ 
riety of faces, most commonly very odd ones, 
that appear to them in a train one ofter ano- 
ther ; so that having hv\d just the sight of the 
one, it immediately passes away to give place 
io another, that tl^e game instant succeeds, «a4 
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his as quick an exit as its leader ; and so thej 
march on in a constant succession ; nor can 
any one of them bj any endeavour be stopped 
or retained bejond the instant of its appear- 
ance, but is thrust out by its follower, which 
will have its turn. Concerning this fantastical 
phenomenon I have talked with several people, 
whereof some have been perfectly acquainted 
with it, and others have been so wholly stran- 
gers to it, that they could hardly be brought to 
conceive or believe it. I knew a lady of ex- ' 
cellent parts, who had got past thirty without 
having ever had the least notice of any such 
thing ; she was so great a stranger to it, that 
when she heard me and another talking of it, 
eould scarce forbear thinking we bantered her; 
but some time after drinking a large dose of 
dilute tea, (as she was ordered by a physician) 
going to bed, she told us at next meeting, that 
she had now experimented what our discourse 
had much ado to persuade her of. She had 
seen a great variety of faces in a long train, 
succeeding one another, as we had described ; 
they were all strangers and intruders, such as 
she had no acquaintance with before, nor 
sought after then ; and as they came of them- 
selves tliey went too ; none of ihem stayed a 
moment, nor could be detained by all the en 
deavom's she could use, but went on in their 
solemn procession, just appeared and then van- 
ished This odd phenomenon seems to harn 
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a mechanical cause, and to depend upon the 
matter and motion of the blood or animal 
spirits. 

When the fancy is bound by passion, I 
know no way to set the mind free, and at lib- 
erty to prosecute what thoughts the man would 
make choice of, but to allay the present pas* 
sion, or counterbalance it with another ; which 
is an art to be got by study, and acquaintance 
with the passions. 

Those who find themselves apt to be carried 
away with the spontaneous current of their own 
thoughts, not excited by any passion or inte- 
rest, must be be very wary and careful in all 
the instances of it to stop it, and never hu- 
mour their minds in being thus triflingly busy. 
Men know the value of their coporeal liberty, 
and therefore suffer not willingly fetters and 
chains to be put upon them. To have the 
mind captivated is, for the time, certainly the 
greater evil of the two, and deserves our ut- 
most care and endeavours to preserve the 
freedom of our better part. In this case our 
pains will not be lost ; striving and struggling 
will prevail, if we constantly, on all such oc- 
casions, make use of it. We must never in- 
dulge these trivial attentions of thought ; as 
soon as we find the mind makes itself a busi- 
ness of nothing, we should immediately dis- 
turb and check it, introduce new and more se-> 
rious considerations, and not leave till we 



» _ 



OF THE UNDERSTANDING. Idl 

have beaten it off from the pursuit it wa» 
upon. This, at first^ if we have let the con- 
trary practice grow to a ha^it, will perhaps be 
difficult ; but constant endeavours will by de- 
grees prevail, and at last make it easy. And 
when a man is pretty well advanced, and can 
command his mind off at pleasure from inci- 
dental and undesigned pursuits, it may .not be 
amiss |or him to go on farther, and make at- 
tempts upon meditations or greater moment^ 
that at the last he may have a full power over 
his own mind, and be so fully master of his 
own thoughts, as to be able to transfer them 
from one subject to another, with the same 
ease that he can lay by any thing he has in his 
hand,^ and take something else that he has a 
mind r to in the room of it. This liberty of 
mind is of great use both in business and study} 
and he that has got it will have no small ad- 
vantage of ease and despatch in all that is the 
chosen and useful employment of his under- 
standing. 

The third and last way which I mentioned 
the mind to be sometimes taken up with, I 
mean the chiming of some particular words or 
sentence in the memory, and, as it were, ma- 
king a noise in the head, and the likey seldom: 
happens but when the mind is lazy,, or vexy 
loosely and negligently employed. It were bet- 
* ter indeed to be without such impertinent and 
useless repetitions : any obvious idea^ whex^il 
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II Tovin|; carelessly at a venture, being oi 
more use, and apter to suggest some£ing 
worth consideration, than the insignificant buzz 
of purely empty sounds.' But since the rous- 
ing of the mind, and setting the understanding 
on work with some degrees of vigour, does for 
tiie most part presently set it free from these 
idle companions ; it may not be amiss, when- 
ever we find ourselves troubled with them, to 
make use of so profitable a remedy that is al* 
ways at hand. 
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